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Welcome to Perth! There’s so much to love about
this riverside city, and you’ll soon be very glad you
made the decision to study here.
Perth is where many of the best aspects of Australia
come together to offer a lifestyle that’s hard to
beat. Year-round sunshine, incredible arts and
culture initiatives, a bustling social scene, and
endless spaces to retreat and engage with nature
make this place the full package.
With around 35,000 international students and
promising new international graduate employment
schemes, Perth is full of opportunity for students
ready to start their education and career journeys.
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Need some help while you are in Perth? Find the contact
details of the various support services available.
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“

Perth is a very
beautiful city. It
has a lovely blend
of nature, including
greenery, animals in
their natural habitat
and waterbodies, and
sophisticated and
modern buildings.

“

Emmanuel, Ghana
Studying at Murdoch University

Wine central

Aboriginal roots

The king of parks

The Swan Valley is one of
the oldest wine regions
in Australia. Botanist
Thomas Waters planted
the first grapevines at
Olive Farm in South
Guildford in 1829.

The Perth area’s
Aboriginal name is
Boorloo. It was part of
the Mooro, the tribal
lands of Yellagonga,
whose group was one of
several who lived around
the Swan River, then
known as Whadjug.

Unlike many other great
gardens of the world,
Kings Park is open at all
times and is free to visit.
At 400.6 hectares, it’s
one of the biggest city
parks in the world and is
larger than New York’s
Central Park and London’s
Hyde Park.

Taking flight

Space for days

Perth is the only city in
the world that allows you
to land an aircraft in the
central business district,
although it’s faster to fly
from Perth to Melbourne
than it is to fly from one
end of Western Australia
to the other.

With exactly 12,889km
of mainland coastline,
Western Australia has the
longest coastline of all
the Australian states and
territories.

Blockbuster’s
second-last location
Remember Blockbuster
Video? The last ever
outlet in Australia and
second-last in the world
was located in Perth. It
closed in March 2019,
while the last store still
remains in Bend, Oregon.
8
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“

In Perth, you can
always go to the
beach to see the
sunset and just sit
there and think
about nothing or
read. But you can
easily go to the city
and have crazy fun
at a nightclub. Perth
has the capacity for
both quietness and
craziness.
Hiromi, Japan

Studying at Curtin University

“

Quick facts
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Must-do in Perth
There are so many fun things to do in Perth, but here are a few you
can’t leave the city without doing.

1.

10
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2.

Explore Yagan Square

Take in Kings Park

Connecting Perth and Northbridge,
this central hub has everything: modern
food halls, interactive sculptures, and
music and entertainment.

Take a snap of the view, grab a coffee,
climb the DNA Tower, roam the bush
trails, or stroll through the Botanic
Garden.

3.

4.

Visit Perth Cultural Centre

Meet the wildlife

Home to the Art Gallery of WA, WA
Library, the State Theatre Centre, Perth
Institute of Contemporary Arts and a
giant screen that shows free films.

Hop on the ferry to South Perth and
spend the day at Perth Zoo meeting
lions, tigers, elephants, birds, reptiles
and native Australian critters.

5.

6.

Head to Cottesloe Beach

Check out the wineries

Twenty minutes from Perth by
train, you’ll find one of the most
iconic beaches in WA. Enjoy surfing,
watersports, or simply relaxing on
the sand.

Head to any of the incredible wineproducing regions around Perth,
including the Swan Valley, the Perth
Hills and the Margaret River region.

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU

11

Your first week in Perth
1.

2.

P. 68

You’ll need a SmartRider
card to get around on
public transport. Buy
one from convenience
stores and other selected
retailers.

4.

Studying at South Metropolitan TAFE

3.

Set up your bank
account
This is crucial if you’re
planning to work in
Australia, but is also
useful for paying rent
and other expenses.

5.

“

COFFEE

Pixel in Leederville uses
locally roasted beans and
is perpetually rotating
its offering, but always
provides friendly and
informative service.

P. 35

Buy a SmartRider card

Martin, UK

BREAKFAST

P. 31

Go to Source Foods on
Beaufort Street and order
the lupin-crumbed braised
lamb croquettes, saffron
aioli, sautéed smoked
chorizo and potato, rocket,
chilli and soft fried egg.

Sort out your phone
You can use your existing
phone or buy a new one
in Australia, with the
option of going prepaid
or signing up for a plan.

DINNER
My favourite dinner spot is
Okay Vietnamese. Order
the Pho Tai Bo Vien – it’s
delicious, filling and cheap!

6.

HIDDEN GEM

Know the emergency
number
If you need emergency
assistance – police, fire
or ambulance – you can
call Triple Zero (000),
even when your phone
can’t get reception.
Make sure to store this
number in your phone.
12
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Stock up your fridge

Plan your studies

Once you’ve found
your nearest grocery
store, stock up on basic
ingredients and your
favourite foods from
home – they’ll help if you
get homesick during your
first week!

Find out when classes
start, where your
campus is located (some
institutions are spread
across several campuses)
and when O-Week
kicks off.
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“I love exploring new
restaurants and cafes, walking
along the beach and cycling
around the river.”
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“

P. 57

Join the Applecross parkrun.
It’s a free, weekly, timed
five-kilometre run with
expansive views of the
cityscape.

13
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Improving your English

If you’d like to continue improving your English during your time in
Australia, there are a few tools and resources that can help.

SPEAKING

READING & LISTENING

Join a conversation group. There
are plenty of groups on Meetup,
as well as at local libraries and
community centres. Libraries
around Perth hold English
conversation groups throughout
the week.

Read in English every day. This
includes websites, online news
outlets, newspapers, magazines
and books.

Find a friend who also wants to
improve their English and only
chat to them in English - including
via text message, online, over the
phone and in person.
Make friends with people from
other nationalities so you only
communicate in English.
Join a volunteer group or sports
team so you can put your English
skills to good use.

14

Listen to English-language music
and podcasts, watch Englishlanguage films, television shows
and YouTube videos, and try to do
so without subtitles!
WRITING
Write a daily journal in English.
It doesn’t matter what you write
about, as long as it’s in English.
Do little translation exercises.
Take a passage from a book or
article in your native language and
translate it into English, or do the
reverse.

STUDYPERTH.COM.AU

WHAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE TO
HELP ME IMPROVE MY ENGLISH LANGUAGE SKILLS?
TITLE

LINK

WHAT IS IT?

English Central

www.englishcentral.com

A platform full of English language
videos that progressively build your
comprehension.

BBC Learning
English

Watch well-crafted videos and
complete related activities to increase
www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish
your knowledge of the English
language.

italki

www.italki.com

Choose between native speakers and
qualified tutors (more expensive) to
have a 1-on-1 video chat with you.

Busuu

www.busuu.com

A website and mobile app, Busuu is a
social network of people learning new
languages.

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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GOING OUT

Australian slang
EXPRESSING
YOURSELF
Aggro (Adjective)
Angry, showing
aggression
‘He’s so aggro at the
moment, you should
avoid him.’
Fair enough (Idiom)
Alright/OK
‘You’ll be late? Fair
enough, traffic is bad
today.’
Feral (Adjective)
Disgusting, something
repulsive
‘I just saw someone
drop their hot chips
and then continue
to eat them off the
ground - that’s so
feral.’
Hey? (Exclamation)
Used at the end of
a sentence to ask if
someone agrees
‘You’re going out
tonight, hey?’
She’ll be right (Idiom)
It will be fine
‘You missed the bus?
She’ll be right, there’ll
be another one soon.’
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Arvo (Noun)
Afternoon
‘Let’s catch up this arvo
for a coffee.’

Keen (Adjective)
Excited for something
‘I’m so keen for the new
Quentin Tarantino film.’
No worries (Idiom)
Don’t worry about it/it’s
OK
‘You can’t come to the
party? No worries!’
______ as (Adverb)
Almost anything could go
here: busy as, awesome as,
tired as. To understand the
speaker, just cut off the
‘as’ and add ‘very’ to the
front and you’ll get what
they mean.
‘She’s been annoying as
since she got back from
exchange – she won’t
stop talking about it.’
Heaps (Adjective)
A lot or very
‘Wow, that show was
heaps good.’
Full on (Adjective)
Intense/wild
‘Uni is so full on, I
can’t keep up with my
assignments.’

Barbie (Noun)
BBQ
‘Let’s fire up the barbie
for dinner tonight.’
Snag (Noun)
Sausage
‘For the best snags, I go to
Bunnings Warehouse.’

Esky (Noun)
Ice cooler
‘The esky will keep the
drinks cool while we swim.’

Cuppa (Noun)
Hot beverage
‘A hot cuppa tea goes well
with biscuits.’

Yeah, nah (Determiner)
– No
Nah, yeah (Determiner)
– Yes
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Avo (Noun)
Avocado
‘I love avo toast with
feta cheese.’

Bathers (Noun)
Swimming costume
‘Remember to bring your
bathers, my friend has a
pool.’
Brekky (Noun)
Breakfast
‘I always have a big
brekky. I’m so hungry
when I wake up in the
morning.’
Chemist (Noun)
Drug store/pharmacy ‘We should go pick up
some Panadol from the
chemist.’

EFTPOS (Noun/Acronym)
Machine for electronic
(card) payments. Stands
for Electronic Funds
Transfer at Point Of Sale
‘Luckily, the cafe has
EFTPOS, because I don’t
have any cash.’
Bottle-o (Noun)
Liquor store
‘I have to go and get some
beer from the bottle-o.’
Macca’s (Noun)
McDonald’s
‘I’m too tired to make
dinner, shall we go to
Macca’s instead?’
Mate (Noun)
Friend (this can be used
passive-aggressively
though, so pay attention
to the situation)
‘I like her, she’s a good
mate, she always has my
back.’

WHILE STUDYING
Bludge (Intransitive Verb)
To not try your hardest
‘He’s bludging uni,
there’s no way he’ll
graduate.’
SWOTVAC (Noun/
Acronym)
Study break/revision week
‘I have so much revision
to do during SWOTVAC.
I shouldn’t have slacked
off so much during the
semester.’

Chuck a sickie
(Phrasal verb)
To fake a sick day from
work or study.
‘I can’t miss The Bachelor
tonight - I’ll just call work
and chuck a sickie.’
Dodgy (Adjective)
Poor quality/not reliable/
suspicious
‘That website is dodgy,
I’m pretty sure it gave
me a virus.’
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Mozzie (Noun)
Mosquito
‘The mozzies are so bad
in the summer.’
Rip-off (Adjective)
To cheat/something that’s
too expensive
‘This brunch is such a ripoff - $18 for toast?!’
Servo (Noun)
Service station/gas station
‘On long drives I have to
stop at the servo to buy
snacks.’
Shout (Verb)
To pay for the next round
of drinks i.e. ‘it’s your
shout’
‘I paid for the last round,
so it’s your shout this
time.’
Spud (Noun)
A potato
‘I’d love a baked spud
with sour cream right
about now.’

Good on ya (Exclamation)
Well done/good on you
‘Congratulations on that
HD! Good on ya!’
How ya going/How’s it
going? (Spoken phrase)
How are you?
Reckon (Verb)
Think/figure/assume
‘I reckon I’ll go for a run;
I’ve been feeling lazy as.’
Uni (Noun)
University
‘Do you want to walk to
uni together?’
17

Comparing your options
Private rental

$170-$500/wk

This is true independent living; renting an apartment or a house, either alone or
with housemates. Living with others is ideal for meeting new people and reducing
your costs. However, if you decide to live alone, you will have to pay for everything
and may get lonely (depending on your personality, of course). Rentals come
either furnished or unfurnished.
Note: Listed price is per room.

Homestay

$250-$350/wk

Homestay involves staying with a family in their home with meals, internet
and utilities covered by your host. It is a popular choice for a true Australian
experience, and it also allows you to settle into your new life in Australia with the
support of a family. Homestay can be both close to and some distance from your
educational institution – make sure to check access and public transport options.

Managed accommodation

$200-$500/wk

These large centres are full of apartments of varying sizes, generally one to five
bedrooms. You will get a fully furnished bedroom with 24-hour support and
internet included. Generally, student accommodation is conveniently located for
students, is secure and safe, and boasts a real sense of community. The downside
to this is the internet can slow down at peak times and the rooms can be on the
smaller side.

Residential college

$450-$700/wk

While they appear more expensive than other options, residential colleges
do include a lot of extras. They’re usually located close to campus, your fully
furnished bedroom will be cleaned weekly, study facilities and gyms are supplied,
and the meals are included. The downside is that you often have to lock in a lease
for 12 months and you may not need all the extras that you’re paying for.

Accommodation

LET US HELP YOU FIND YOUR ACCOMMODATION
The Insider Guides website now has an accommodation finder. We can help
you find the perfect place to suit your needs and budget.
www.insiderguides.com.au/accommodation-finder

18
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Before you take out a
lease on a property
ENSURE YOU HAVE ENOUGH MONEY TO COVER THE
BOND
ARRANGE A REFERENCE OR GUARANTOR
INSPECT THE PROPERTY BEFORE YOU SIGN A CONTRACT
OR PAY A DEPOSIT
PHOTOGRAPH ANY EXISTING DAMAGE OR ISSUES
MAKE SURE YOU RECEIVE, AND KEEP, A COPY OF YOUR
RENTAL AGREEMENT AND RECEIVE A RECEIPT FOR ALL
RENT AND BOND PAYMENTS
PAY ATTENTION TO DETAILS REGARDING THE END OF
YOUR RENTAL AGREEMENT

THE
SIMPLE
WAY
TO GET
CONNECTED

Other factors to consider when selecting
accommodation
HOW CLOSE IS IT TO YOUR STUDY INSTITUTION?
HOW CLOSE IS IT TO PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND WHAT
WILL THE TRAVEL COST BE?
WHAT IS NEARBY? (SHOPS, HOSPITALS,
POLICE STATIONS, PARKS)
IS THERE ADEQUATE HEATING AND COOLING?
IS IT NOISY?
IS THE AREA SAFE AND IS THE BUILDING SECURE?
WHAT WILL THE INSURANCE COSTS BE?
DOES EVERYTHING WORK? (SMOKE ALARMS,
APPLIANCES, LIGHT SWITCHES)

CONNECTING UTILITIES IN YOUR NEW HOME
Companies like Fast Connect can organise your phone, internet, electricity,
gas and Pay-TV all through a single service.

Fast Connect offers a free service to get your phone, internet,
electricity, gas and Pay-TV set up for when you move
into your new home.
—
—
—
—
—
—

Free service
No lock-in contracts
Stress free and secure
Easy online application
Phone and email support
Choice of top Australian retailers

As Australia’s longest established
connections service provider
looking after many students
and their families, we can be
trusted to get you connected.

$

50

CREDIT
PROMO CODE:

IGWA

Receive a $50 credit to your
account when you connect your
internet and/or gas through
Fast Connect in WA*
*Terms & conditions apply.

www.fastconnect.net.au

www.fastconnect.net.au
20
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Housemates’ code
Sharing a house with others can be a really fun experience. Use these tips to
ensure a happy and harmonious household.

1.

2.

3.

Food

Guests

Cleaning

Establish early on
how groceries will be
purchased and make
it clear what food is
shared. Avoid eating any
food that isn’t yours or
designated as shared.

Communication with
your housemates is
crucial when it comes
to guests. Guidelines to
consider include when/
how long they should be
there and which areas/
rooms are shared spaces.

Consider creating a
cleaning roster, noting
that some housemates
may prefer certain
tasks. You will still be
responsible for doing
your own dishes and
laundry, and keeping
your room tidy.

4.

5.

6.

Rent

Bills

Moving out

Make sure rent is paid
on-time to the right
person. You might be
paying rent to a head
housemate or making
individual payments to
the real estate agent or
landlord.

Have a plan for how bills
are divided up and paid.
One person is generally
responsible for managing
bills, but like rent, make
sure they’re paid on-time
to avoid housemate
disputes.

If someone decides to
move out, establish
the process involved.
Determine how much
notice they need to give
and whether you need
to alert your property
manager or landlord.

22
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What support services are available
for renters in WA?
Tenancy WA or the Western Australia
Department of Commerce can help you
understand your rights when renting
a room, apartment or house in Perth.
Visit the Tenancy WA or Department
of Commerce website to learn about
bonds, condition reports and where
you can ask for assistance with
accommodation issues before and after
you arrive.

Community Legal Centres (CLCs) are
independent community organisations
that provide free legal services to
the public. They help people who are
ineligible for legal aid and cannot
afford a private lawyer. Visit the
Community Legal Centres Association
(WA) website if you think you need
legal support for a tenancy issue.
www.communitylaw.net

www.tenancywa.org.au
www.commerce.wa.gov.au

Can I get a pet as an
international student?
If you are considering getting a pet,
you need to make sure you have done
research into the type of pet that would
be suitable to your situation. Pets can
be fantastic, however there are a few
things you need to think about before
getting one. Things like the size of your
pet, where it will live, how much time
you can spend with it, what will happen

to it when you return home and the
amount of money you have to properly
take care of it should all be part of your
decision to get a pet. You also need
to make sure you know the rules and
requirements of pet ownership. They
may be different from what you are
used to and you may get into trouble if
you don’t follow them.
www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au

Factors to consider before owning a pet
WILL MY ACCOMMODATION ALLOW THEM?
UPFRONT COSTS (DESEXING, REGISTRATION, ETC)
ONGOING COSTS (FOOD, BOARDING, HEALTHCARE,
VETERINARIAN COSTS, ETC)
WILL YOUR PETS NEED DAILY WALKS AND EXERCISE?
WILL YOU NEED A FULLY ENCLOSED BACKYARD?
HOW OFTEN ARE YOU NOT AT HOME?
HOW LONG WILL YOU BE STAYING IN AUSTRALIA, AND WHAT
WILL HAPPEN TO YOUR PET IF YOU DECIDE TO LEAVE?

GURU@CAMPUSPERTH.COM
24
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HOW MUCH WILL MY BOND BE?
In private rentals and managed student accommodation, you will need to pay
a bond in advance, which will be returned at the end of your agreement if no
damage has occurred and your rental payments are up to date. For private
rentals, this bond is not legally allowed to be more than four weeks’ rent.
Make sure you receive a receipt for all money given to your landlord or real
estate agent, including the bond, and a bond authority lodgment notice from the
WA Department of Commerce.

How to pay rent
There are a few different ways to pay
rent in Australia. These include direct
debit (bank), BPAY (a type of electronic
payment), or paying in person with
card or cash. Your real estate agent or
landlord will sometimes offer a range of
options or request only one.

Rental scams
Unfortunately, rental scams can occur in
Australia. But, there are a few things to
look out for so you can protect yourself.
Be careful of offers that sound too good
to be true. Ask advice from trusted
friends, or your school or agent, if you
see any of the following warning signs:
• The rent is a lot cheaper than other
similar accommodation in the area
• You are asked to sign a lease or pay a
bond or deposit before you have seen
the property

• The photos or description of the
property don’t match the reality on
inspection
• The landlord or agent makes excuses
that you can’t view the property, such
as saying they are overseas
• The landlord or agent requests money
via money transfer
• The scammers may try to appear
genuine by providing photos, real
addresses of properties, copies of
land titles, and even scans of stolen
passports. Scammers also ask for
personal details – such as bank and
credit card numbers – which they use
for credit card and identity fraud
• Make sure you always inspect the
property in person (or via Skype if
you can’t attend) and don’t send any
money via money transfer

COST OF LIVING CALCULATOR
Want to work out your budget? Use
our Cost of Living Calculator to receive
a customised breakdown of your
expected costs in Perth.
www.insiderguides.com.au/colc
INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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Setting up your house
There are plenty of stores and online marketplaces in
Australia offering affordable furniture and other home items.
Here’s our guide to some of the best.

FURNITURE STORES

FACEBOOK

There is one IKEA store located in
Perth (in Innaloo), where you can
find reasonably priced furniture
and homewares. Fantastic
Furniture and Amart Furniture are
also good options for larger items,
with locations around the city.

Facebook is a great resource for
buying (and selling) furniture
and homewares. Facebook
Marketplace is full of secondhand furniture, appliances,
decorative pieces, cookware, and
even clothing, electronics, and
hundreds of other items.

IMPORTANT STEPS

DEPARTMENT STORES

Once you’ve moved into your new home, there are a few things you’ll need to do..

SECOND-HAND STORES
If you’re looking for one-ofa-kind, affordable furnishings
and home items, second-hand
stores are fantastic places to
look. Popular second-hand stores
in Perth include Vinnies, Salvos
and RSPCA Op Shops, as well as
independent shops and boutiques.
ONLINE MARKETPLACES
In Australia, Gumtree and eBay
are two of the biggest online
marketplaces for new and used
furniture and home goods. On
Gumtree, you’ll often find people
giving things away for free.

28

Look for your nearest Kmart,
Target, Big W or Spotlight –
these stores sell everything
from furniture and lighting to
kitchenware and bedding at low
prices.
BUY, SWAP, SELL
You’ll find plenty of buy, swap,
sell groups on Facebook that
are dedicated to particular
suburbs around Perth. There are
also websites such as Ziilch and
Freecycle.

STUDYPERTH.COM.AU

1. Notify your bank, employer,
education provider and OSHC
provider of your new address. Your
student visa requires you to update
your education provider within
seven days of arriving in Australia or
moving to a new address.
2. Get to know your local area and
council. Find out where your nearest
medical centre, shops, public
transport hubs, fitness facilities
and more are located. Learn about
waste disposal in your area, including
recycling and composting options.
Check out your local council’s
website for more information.

3. Tell your friends and family back
home where you’re living. They
probably want to know that you’re
in a safe place and they may want to
send mail from time to time.
4. Think about home and contents
insurance. If you’re living in your own
apartment or house, or have joined
an existing share house, you might
want to purchase home and
contents insurance to protect your
belongings from theft or damage.
5. Check your home is in working order.
Make sure things like hot water, taps
and switches work. If there are any
faults or issues, notify your agent or
landlord.

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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Mobile phones
Plan vs prepaid
Prepaid involves buying credit for your phone and topping up each week or month.
This way, you can control how much you spend. It’s a great option if you’re in
Australia for a short time. If you’ll be here for over 12 months, you may want
to consider a ‘plan’ or a ‘contract’, which is a set payment per month to use the
network. Usually, you will get more phone calls and data this way than through
prepaid options.

What should I watch out for?
Read your contract, or the terms and conditions, closely to make sure you
understand any additional charges that can be applied. Another thing to be aware
of is extra subscriptions that may come with the service. If the overall deals
between phone providers are similar, then consider if you would save money by
having free access to another service. For example, the plan may come with free
sport streaming, Spotify or Netflix.

How do I get started?
For both prepaid and plan options,
head to one of the phone shops we’ve
listed below. To get started, you’ll need
some documents to prove who you are.

WHERE CAN I BUY A
NEW MOBILE PHONE
OR SIM CARD, OR SIGN
UP FOR A PLAN?

Communication
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There are several mobile
phone providers in Australia
that sell phones and/or
SIM cards, offering both
plans and prepaid options.
Some of the most popular
providers include Vodafone,
Telstra, Optus, Virgin
Mobile, Amaysim, Boost
Mobile and Vaya.

• An Australian bank statement or
rental agreement
• Your student visa details
• Proof of identity, such as your
passport

Factors to consider before signing a
phone contract
HOW LONG IS THE CONTRACT?
HOW MANY MINUTES OF PHONE CALLS DO I GET
(AND ARE INTERNATIONAL CALLS INCLUDED)?
WHAT IS THE MONTHLY DATA LIMIT AND HOW
MUCH EXTRA WILL I BE CHARGED FOR GOING
OVER THE LIMIT?
HOW MUCH WILL I BE CHARGED IF I NEED TO END
THE CONTRACT EARLY?
WHAT EXTRAS/DISCOUNTS/
SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE INCLUDED?
HOW GOOD IS THE NETWORK COVERAGE?
WILL I BE CHARGED EXTRA FOR PAYING BILLS IN A
CERTAIN WAY (E.G. CREDIT CARD)?
INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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Internet
How do I arrange home internet?
There are several home internet
providers in Australia including Optus,
Telstra, TPG, iiNet, Belong and more.
Services like Compare Broadband are a
good starting point if you are unsure of
pricing and the options available in your
area. Month-by-month and six-month
contracts are becoming more common.
They work for students in regards to
contract length but cost more than 12
or 24-month contracts.

After you’ve chosen an internet
provider, setting up your home internet
is easy. You can buy your own modem
or purchase one through your provider.
They’ll then provide you with all of the
necessary steps required to finish your
set-up.
Australia is gradually connecting to
the National Broadband Network
(NBN), a process that is expected to
be completed this year. But, note that
speeds in many locations are still quite
slow, especially if you come from a
country with fast internet.
www.comparebroadband.com.au

Free wi-fi in Perth
Perth offers free wi-fi in certain parts of the city, predominantly around the CBD.
You’ll also find free wi-fi at Perth Airport – ideal if you’ve just arrived in Australia
and need internet to navigate your way into the city.
Public libraries and community centres usually offer free wi-fi too, and you’ll find
that many cafes around Perth give decent internet access (either for free or with
purchase).

How do I arrange mobile broadband?
If you can’t get a hotspot using your phone and want a good connection for your
device, an easy solution is mobile broadband. Visit a Vodafone, Optus or Telstra
store and pick up a 4G modem - they start at around $15-20 per month, but
prepaid options are also available.

Streaming options
Netflix (netflix.com)
Netflix provides on-demand access to a range of local and international shows.
You can watch on smart TVs, gaming consoles, Apple TV and Chromecast, mobile
devices, and computers. From $9.99/month.

Foxtel Now (foxtel.com.au/now) and Stan (stan.com.au)
Both available on computers, smart TVs, Chromecast and gaming consoles. The
Foxtel Now app allows you to sign up for the subscription service, Foxtel, without
any installation costs or contracts. Foxtel is a good choice if you want to access
live sport. Stan is an Australian subscription service that offers an extensive back
catalogue of local and international content. From $25/month (Foxtel) & $10/
month (Stan).

Sport streaming services
Kayo is the most popular streaming service for sport content, with over 50 sports
available. It works by streaming from popular sport channels including ESPN
and Fox Sports. Prices start at $25/month. Optus Sport has the rights for the
English Premier League and UEFA Champions and Europa Leagues. These games
can be watched on mobile devices or on Chromecast, Fetch TV or Apple TV. It is
free for most Optus customers or $14.99/month for non-Optus customers. AFL
(Australian Rules Football), A-League (Football/Soccer), NRL (Rugby League) and
Super Netball can be streamed on mobile devices through Telstra. These have
varying prices for non-customers but are free to Telstra customers.

ABC iview, SBS On Demand, 7plus, 9Now, 10 Play
The main free-to-air stations in Australia all have apps available that allow you to
watch their shows on demand. These apps are free to download and use, but most
of them do contain advertising.
32
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Banks in Australia
Why do I need an Australian
bank account?
Opening an Australian bank account
will enable you to earn money in
Australia. Any payment you receive

How do I set up
a bank account?
This step is easy. There are several
banks to choose from in Australia.
When you arrive in Australia, simply
head to your chosen bank and let them
know you’re an international student
and would like to open an account.
You will need to bring some important
documents. You will be provided with
access to a day-to-day account and an
online savings account.
Once you have been identified, you will
be provided with a debit card, allowing
you to shop across Australia and online
without paying additional fees.

from employment or a scholarship
will need to be paid directly into an
Australian account.
Additionally, you will easily be able to
access funds without attracting fees for
international transfers.
You can use a basic day-to-day account
to pay for course fees, rent or daily
living costs.

What should I bring with me?
PASSPORT OR BIRTH CERTIFICATE
NATIONAL IDENTITY CARD
(IF YOU HAVE ONE)
PROOF OF AUSTRALIAN ADDRESS
(CAN BE A HOUSEHOLD BILL)
PROOF OF ENROLMENT

Note - It is not necessary to have a Tax
File Number to get a bank account, but
without one you will get taxed up to 48%
(approximately) on the interest your
money earns in the bank account.

Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs), contactless payment and PayID

Money
& Banking

Your debit card allows you to withdraw cash from most ATMs across Australia.
Note that using an ATM that’s not from your bank may incur a fee. You don’t
always need to use your debit card though; you can also set up contactless
payments so you can pay for things using your mobile phone, meaning you don’t
need to carry a card around. PayID is another way to make payments that uses
either your mobile number or email address. Ask your bank for more information.

Can I get an Australian credit card as an international student?
It’s a little more complicated to get a credit card as an international student, as
most Australian banks require you to be on a particular visa and earning a
minimum amount of money per year.
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If you’re determined to get an Australian credit card, talk to your nearest bank
branch. In most cases, you will need to undergo a credit check and meet certain
requirements.
INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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Managing your money

Transferring funds

How do I manage
my budget?

don’t really need, like buying a coffee
every day vs making one at home. Then,
download an app like Pocketbook on
your phone, and sync up your bank
accounts so you can start tracking and
setting goals for spending and saving.

Setting up your new life in Australia is an exciting process, but it does come with a
lot of expenses. You will need to pay course fees to your institution, buy textbooks,
pay your accommodation costs, pay your bills every month, and have access to
your money for everyday spending. This can mean a lot of transactions. There are
many different ways to send and receive funds; with a little research, you can find
the best solution to suit you.

Use ASIC’s free budgeting tool to get
started.

Send and recieve money from home

The first thing you need to do is get an
understanding of your current financial
position. Predict and list all your
income and expenses for the next three
to six months as best you can. Then, it’s
time to think about ways to improve it.
Think about the things that add a lot
of value versus what you pay for but

www.moneysmart.gov.au

What should I do if I am facing financial difficulties?
If you are having any difficulties with your finances, your first contact should be
your educational institution. They have qualified staff available to help and can
point you in the right direction for support. If you are experiencing financial
hardship then you may be able to apply to pay your tuition in instalments.

Where can I seek help for
gambling?
Gambling can be addictive, which
not only affects your health, but your
finances too.
To get an accurate picture of how
much gambling is costing you, use
the calculator on the Gambler’s Help
website.

There are a number of resources
available to help you beat your gambling
addiction. These include Gamble Aware
and various community services.
www.gambleaware.com.au
www.gamblinghelponline.org.au

If you have internet banking set up with
your bank, you can easily receive funds
from home or send money overseas.
Just make sure you have all the required
codes (SWIFT, Sort and, for Europeans,
IBAN) and the correct account
numbers. Bank accounts are best for
transferring small amounts and paying
your everyday expenses. If you are
transferring larger amounts of money
and want a better exchange rate with
lower fees, you may want to consider
other services.
Money transfer companies provide a
fast option to send and receive money
overseas in minutes. If you shop around,
specialist international money transfer
companies will often give you a better
deal on currency exchange rates than
your bank.

PayPal is perhaps the most wellknown money transfer system, but it
does attract a currency conversion
fee. Otherwise, you can check out
dedicated international money transfer
services like Western Union, Cohort Go
and Flywire.
A prepaid credit card is a great way
to receive money from home for daily
expenses and not fall into the trap of
spending more money than you have in
your budget. Companies like Vasco Pay
offer prepaid cards designed just for
students, as well as additional services
like weekly discounts so you can get a
bit of extra spending power.

www.gamblershelp.com.au

THE COST OF LIVING
CALCULATOR
Need to work out a budget
for your time in Australia? The
Insider Guides Cost of Living
Calculator lets you work out
how much you’ll likely be
spending in Perth.
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Pay your education expenses
and other bills
PERSONALISE YOUR EXPENSES
COMPARE AUSTRALIAN CITIES
ASSESS THE PRICES IN MULTIPLE
CURRENCIES
SAVE YOUR RESULTS FOR LATER

www.insiderguides.com.au/colc
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Student payment services are a secure
way to make payments to educational
institutions, insurance, accommodation
or other education service providers,
or to your own bank account for living
expenses. Companies like Cohort
Go and Flywire offer great foreign
exchange rates and make paying for
your education expenses easy.

BPAY is an electronic bill payment
system that enables secure payment
for many different expenses, like your
monthly mobile phone or other utility
bills. Look for the BPAY reference
number on your bill and then select the
BPAY option on your internet, mobile
or phone banking account to make your
payment.

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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Employment basics
Can I work while studying?
While on a student visa, you can work up to 40 hours per fortnight during the
semester and unlimited hours during semester breaks. A fortnight means 14 days.
Australia has laws guaranteeing basic workplace rights, including minimum pay and
conditions. We’ll go into these later in the guide.

What do I need to know about tax?
Before working in Australia, it is crucial to obtain a Tax File Number (TFN). Your
TFN will ensure that you get taxed at the correct rate for the amount of work you
are doing. Australia has a tax-free threshold of $18,200, meaning you will pay no
tax if you earn less than this amount in one year. If you have any tax taken from
your earnings, you will need to complete a tax return at the end of the financial
year.

Do I need an Australian Business Number (ABN)?
You don’t need an ABN to work for an Australian employer. You only need one if
you’re an independent contractor, like a freelancer.
www.fairwork.gov.au/find-help-for/independent-contractors

What is superannuation?
Often known as ‘super’, it is a financial contribution towards a fund that you use to
live on when you retire. You can contribute to your own fund, but most commonly
your employer does this. If you are an employee, the law in Australia says you
are entitled to receive super from your employer. If you earn over $450 (before
tax) in the calendar month, your employer must contribute at least 9.5% of your
earnings to your nominated super fund. This is in addition to your ordinary wage.
You can also claim super when you leave Australia.
www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Super

Employment
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Internships and work experience
An internship may be a compulsory part of your degree, or you might just want
a bit of extra professional experience to improve your resume. Check with
your institution’s career centre for options for arranging an internship or work
experience.

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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Where should I
look for a part-time/casual job?
Many international students use the
popular website Seek to find jobs.
Other large popular sites include
Career One and Indeed. OneShift Jobs
and Spot Jobs are also great places to
look. These student-oriented sites make
it easier for international students to
find appropriate roles while studying in
Australia.

www.seek.com.au
www.careerone.com.au
au.indeed.com
au.oneshiftjobs.com
www.spotjobs.com

How do I write a résumé?
The basics of a résumé include your contact details, previous work history and, for
students and recent graduates, information on your education. Keep it as concise
as possible and get somebody to proofread it for you.
Include at least one reference; this should be a previous employer or someone who
knows your work or study ethic. Speak to a friendly tutor if you need them to be
a reference. Your résumé and cover letter should be targeted for a particular role;
don’t use the same generic versions for all jobs.
We have underlined the errors in the following résumé in red.
PERSONAL INFORMATION

COMMON PART-TIME JOBS
FOR INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS

Ms Jane Lee
2019 Guides Street
X

Email - iloveponies27@hotmail.com
Ph (01) 2345 6789

RETAIL SALES ASSISTANT

X

DOB - 01/02/03

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

X

Height - 250cm Weight - 170kg

GENERAL HOSPITALITY STAFF
EVENT STAFF

X

Marital Status - Divorced

X

Religion - Jedi

Carefully proofread your résumé to
eliminate all typos and other errors.
Highlight your responsibilities in the
role and, where relevant, showcase
any significant achievements
(awards, beating targets etc.).

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

CLEANER
FOOD DELIVERY

Make sure your email address is
professional.

Visa - Student

BARISTA

X

Shop Asistant
Insider Shop Jan 2017 - Present
Responsibilities: Handling Money
Key Achievements: Staff Award

WHERE CAN I GET MORE EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION?

EDUCATION HISTORY

The Insider Guides website and YouTube channel provide lots of information
on employment.

Bachelor of Arts - Insider University

www.insiderguides.com.au/category/employment

X
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If you haven’t graduated yet, list
your expected completion date.
You certainly don’t need to include
your primary school education. High
school is definitely optional, but
won’t look out of place if you want
to highlight your history of high
achievement.

Insider Primary School
Responsible Service of Alcohol Certificate
2017
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Avoid including your date of birth
or particularly personal information
like your height/weight, marital
status or religion. You also don’t need
to include your visa status, as you
should have working rights anyway.

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU

Include short courses if you believe
they are relevant or beneficial to the
role you are applying for.
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Am I getting the right pay?

WORKPLACE
EXPLOITATION
It’s important that you
understand your rights at work.
There are a few things to be
aware of to ensure you don’t
end up being exploited by your
employer.
1. Avoid job ads that look
suspicious. Make sure
they mention the business
name and look it up on the
Australian Business Name
register (abr.business.gov.au)
2. Minimum wage is currently
set at $19.49 per hour or
$24.36 per hour for casuals,
and may go up in July 2020.
3. You should be paid at least
once a month, receiving a
payslip within one working
day of being paid.
4. You should always be paid for
work that you do, including
training and trial shifts.
Record your hours to make
sure you’re being paid in full.
5. Employers are not allowed
to give you goods or services
(including food) instead
of pay.

As an international student, you have the
same workplace rights as all workers in
Australia. The Fair Work Ombudsman (FWO)
can help if you have concerns about pay,
leave or how you’re treated at work.
www.fairwork.gov.au has information in
different languages to help you understand
your work rights. Check if you are getting
the right pay and entitlements using the Fair
Work Ombudsman’s Pay And Conditions
Tool (PACT) at www.fairwork.gov.au/PACT.
You can contact the FWO for help without
fear of your visa being cancelled, as long as
certain conditions are met. See
www.fairwork.gov.au/internationalstudents
for more information.
The FWO’s anonymous reporting tool at
www.fairwork.gov.au/tipoff lets you report
a workplace issue without providing your
personal information. It’s available in 17
languages. The FWO’s record my hours app
makes it easy to record the hours you’ve
worked. Download it now from the App
Store or get it on Google Play!
You can visit www.fairwork.gov.au or call the
FWO on 13 13 94. To speak your language
you can call the Translating and Interpreting
Service (TIS) on 13 14 50. Tell the operator
the language you speak and ask them to
call the FWO on 13 13 94. Contacting and
getting help from the FWO is FREE!

Know your workplace rights

?

ending employment

pay rates
breaks
penalties

public holidays

cash-in-hand
unpaid work
annual leave
hours of work

sick leave

payslips

deductions

internships

award coverage
language help

sham contracting
flexible work

International students have the same
workplace rights as all workers in Australia
The Fair Work Ombudsman is the government agency that can help you understand
Australian workplace laws, and resolve workplace issues.
The Fair Work Ombudsman provides FREE services to all employers and employees
in Australia, including international students.

TAFE JOBS AND SKILLS CENTRES

You can find more information at:

There are several TAFE Jobs and Skills Centres located around Perth and WA
that provide free professional and practical advice on all kinds of employment
topics. Staff can help with job searching and writing a resume.

www.fairwork.gov.au or call us on 13 13 94

www.jobsandskills.wa.gov.au/jobs-and-skills-centre
Your educational institution may also have an employment or welfare support
service – check their website for more information.
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Want to work while you study ?
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(13 14 50 for the Translating and Interpreting Service)
facebook.com/
fairwork.gov.au
@fairwork_gov_au
FairworkGovAu

WHY SHOULD I VOLUNTEER?
Volunteering will provide you with a vast
range of soft skills, improve your ability
to communicate, allow you to make new
friends, and help you integrate with your
new community. Your university may have a
volunteering office, but if not, seek help at
the careers office. Off-campus volunteering
may take you further into the local community
and allow you to learn about Australian
customs. The experience you develop through
volunteering can be of great advantage when
you apply for a professional role.
www.volunteeringwa.org.au

GETTING A JOB AFTER YOU
GRADUATE
After you graduate, you can apply for a
Temporary Graduate visa (subclass 485) which
will let you live, study and work in Australia
for a set number of years depending on the
education level you complete.
In your final year you will be able to apply
for graduate positions with a range of
organisations. Employers have the opportunity
to sponsor your visa, too. See the Department
of Home Affairs website for more information.
www.homeaffairs.gov.au
To learn more about employability skills,
we recommend reviewing the International
Education Association of Australia (IEAA)
International Employability Guide.
www.ieaa.org.au/research/employability
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Student resources
What services are available
on campus?
You’re paying a lot of money to study
here, so you should know what your
institution offers for free as part of
your fees! Many international students
don’t realise just how much help is
available.
CAREER CENTRE
This office will assist you in creating an
effective résumé and explain how to
complete a job application and prepare
for a job interview. Staff can also help
you plan out your graduate career
and discover volunteer and internship
opportunities. They can help you find
casual work, too. Not many students
use this office because they simply
don’t know about it. Now you do!

Where can I get help with
my coursework?
If you need assistance with your
studies or are falling behind on your
coursework, there are plenty of support
services around Perth.
STUDENT LEARNING HUBS

Studying
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Most educational institutions offer a
central learning hub that provides free
individual support in particular subjects,
as well as activities designed to improve
things like English skills, digital literacy,
writing and more. Check out your
provider’s website for details.

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT OFFICE
On campus, this office is your best
friend. Staff will assist with your
orientation, organise social events
and answer any questions that relate
specifically to international students.
LIBRARY
There is more to the library than just
books. Libraries are full of meeting
rooms, TVs, journal databases,
computers and more. If you can’t
get work done at home, head to the
library. Learning how to use the library
effectively will drastically improve your
chances of truly succeeding in your
studies. Libraries also offer a range of
workshops to enhance your academic
skills.

PRIVATE TUTORING
You can hire a private tutor if you
need assistance in a particular subject.
You’ll usually find them listed on your
education provider’s noticeboard, or
you can use the Student VIP website.
www.studentvip.com.au/tutors
APPROACH STAFF
Your teaching staff are there to help. If
you’re struggling, reach out to them for
assistance – it’s their job to provide the
advice you need. They can also refer
you to other support services.

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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HOW DO I SAVE
MONEY ON
TEXTBOOKS?
1. Check with students
from higher years
Look for adverts on
your institution’s
message boards (both
online and on campus)
and if you can’t see
what you are looking
for then post your own
advert.
2. Use an online tool
Online resale sites
like Student VIP allow
you to buy secondhand textbooks from
students across the
country.
www.studentvip.com.au

WHAT IS
PLAGIARISM?
Plagiarism is essentially
copying someone else’s
work and presenting it
as your own. This may
be literally copying
part of an essay (or the
entire thing) written
by someone else, or
using the words of
an author without
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3. Consider eBooks
Do you need a hard
copy of your textbook?
If not, download a
digital copy and save
some money.
4. Rent your textbooks
Will you ever look at
the textbook again? If
you only need it for one
semester then consider
renting it online.
5. Use the library
Campus libraries often
have limited numbers
of textbooks available
to actually borrow but
they will have reserved
copies that you can
access while in the
library.

referencing them. If
you use someone else’s
idea, even if you write it
in your own words, you
will need to provide the
source. If you are found
guilty of plagiarism
there can be serious
consequences, including
expulsion from your
course. This may lead to
the cancellation of your
student visa.

“

Attending
O-Week
Be part of any society or
community, including societies
at your university. By joining
any of them, you will meet
new friends. Attending
Orientation Week (O-Week) is
also beneficial for new students
because you will meet other
new students.
I met my first friends when I
attended a friendship event
at O-Week. After that, my
classmates pretty much became
my friends.

Giveaway time!
Want to enjoy Australia like a local?
Win free tickets to events, sports
games, experiences and more!

Prepare for your studies
CREATE A LESSON TIMETABLE

An easy-to-understand lesson timetable
means you’ll always know where you’re
supposed to be and when.

WHAT TO PACK
STUDENT ID
(IF RECEIVED IN O-WEEK)
OFFICIAL UNIVERSITY DOCUMENTS
DIARY

CREATE A STUDY TIMETABLE

Organise your routine around your classes
and include time for study and other
activities.
CHARGE YOUR DEVICES

CAMPUS MAP
TEXTBOOKS FOR ALL SUBJECTS (OR
AT LEAST A COUPLE OF SUBJECTS!)
FOLDERS FOR ALL SUBJECTS

Make sure your laptop and phone are
charged. You don’t want to run out of
battery halfway through your second
class!
PRINT OUT OFFICIAL UNIVERSITY DOCUMENTS

Head to our website for more information

“

- Nurul, Indonesia

A COUPLE OF PENS AND PENCILS
A NOTEBOOK OR TWO
CABLES FOR ELECTRONIC DEVICES
SNACKS, PLUS MONEY FOR COFFEE

Make sure you’ve printed all the
paperwork you need, so orientation is an
easier process.

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU/GIVEAWAYS
INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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Healthcare basics
How does Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) work?
All students in Australia must have OSHC to cover the entire period of their
stay. This would have been arranged when you organised your visa. OSHC covers
in-hospital and out-of-hospital medical assistance, prescription medications and
emergency ambulance assistance. Make sure you know the extent of your cover
to avoid any unwanted charges. Every time you go to an appointment, take your
OSHC card with you, along with photo ID.

What should I do if I have a complaint about my OSHC provider?
If you face a situation where you feel like you’re being taken advantage of or
treated unfairly in regards to your OSHC, you can contact the Private Health
Insurance Ombudsman (PHIO). It’s a free service designed to help you get out of
trouble!
www.ombudsman.gov.au/How-we-can-help/private-health-insurance

What do I need to know about hospitals?
If you are feeling sick, visit a local medical centre first. This is the cheapest
upfront option and you may be able to claim all or some of the cost from your
OSHC provider. Hospitals are for emergency situations – either life-threatening
or an injury/illness that is quickly getting worse. If you need to visit hospital, call
Triple Zero (000) for an ambulance. You may also want to call your health cover
provider to see if you’re covered, as the hospital may charge you a fee.

What should I do when medical clinics are closed?
Very few medical clinics are open seven days or have 24-hour services (and those
that do can be expensive). If you need a medical certificate or you have a minor
illness, it’s best to wait until the medical clinics are open. For urgent non-lifethreatening enquiries, there are after-hours home doctor services available
including 13SICK (call 13 7425) and DoctorDoctor (call 13 26 60).

Health, Safety
& Wellbeing

You can also ring Healthdirect Australia (1800 022 222) to get advice on treating
non-life-threatening illnesses.

HOW DO I FIND A DOCTOR?
Your OSHC provider will likely maintain a list of recommended providers. Their website
may even have a ‘find a doctor’ resource to assist you in finding your nearest doctor. The
Health Engine website can also be used to locate a doctor to match your needs.
www.healthengine.com.au
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Mental health
What should I do if I’m feeling homesick?
Remember to take time out for yourself. If things seem too hard and you’re not
feeling like you think you should, it’s important to talk to friends and family and
ask for help. Use one of the resources mentioned below or visit your general
practitioner (a local doctor, also called a GP). Like your body, your mind also needs
care and attention, and it’s important that you look after it. Mental health is a big
reason people go to the doctor, so don’t ignore any of the signs.

Where can I seek help for mental health issues?
Your OSHC covers visits to a GP. The GP is the first person you should see, as
you will need to get a referral from them if you want to see a psychiatrist or
psychologist. You will only be partially covered for a limited amount of visits with a
psychologist. Check with your OSHC provider for details.
Most educational institutions offer free or discounted counselling services to their
students (both international and local). Some require appointments, so check your
education provider’s website to find out.

What if I need immediate support?
There are several organisations that
offer 24/7 mental health support over
the phone or through an online chat
service.
Lifeline delivers crisis support, suicide
prevention and mental health support
services across Australia.
Phone 13 11 14 or www.lifeline.org.au

Beyond Blue is for people with
depression, anxiety and other
emotional issues.
Phone 1300 224 636 or
www.beyondblue.org.au
Kids Help Line provides support for
people up to the age of 25.
Phone 1800 551 800
In an emergency, call Triple Zero (000)

Finding a mental health expert that speaks your language
You can use an interpreting service if you need assistance in your language. TIS
National should be your first stop when accessing mental health services or
making an appointment. Not only can they help you book an appointment over the
phone, but you can also request an on-site interpreter to attend your session
with you.
Phone 131 450 or www.tisnational.gov.au
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Other support services
Support for your children and spouse
Many international students choose to bring their spouse and children with them
when they study in Australia. Some education providers offer language or other
kinds of support that cover both you and your spouse. Ask your educational
institution for more information.
If your children are school-aged, they’ll need to be enrolled at either a public
(government-funded) or private school. Visit the WA Government website for
details.
www.education.wa.gov.au
If your children are younger, Perth has a wide network of childcare facilities. Your
educational insitution may provide childcare, but you can also get in touch with
your local council to find childcare in your area.

Support services for LGBTIQ people
LGBTIQ stands for Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans Intersex Questioning. In Australia,
the Sex Discrimination Act 1984 makes it against the law to discriminate against a
person on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity or intersex status.
QLife is a great resource that provides peer support and guidance over the phone
and online for the LGBTIQ community in Australia.
www.qlife.org.au
If you’re looking for support services that are sensitive to your cultural needs, or
would just like to engage with other LGBTIQ students from similar backgrounds
then AGMC is a good resource. Or join the Rainbow International Students
Network on Facebook.
www.agmc.org.au
INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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How students beat loneliness
We asked students who have already settled into their new life in Australia for
advice on beating loneliness. Here’s what they had to say.

“Make friends with other international students and
openly discuss your homesickness. Chances are they
are going through the same thing, even if they don’t
show it.”

Staying safe
How can I stay safe?
Be aware of the security and emergency
arrangements of both your institution and the local
area. If you are leaving your institution at night
then try to walk with a friend or a group. Take welllit paths that are used regularly by other people.
If this is not going to be possible, check if your
institution has an escort service.

Priya, Canada

Police in Perth

“Cook or eat some authentic
comfort food from your own country
whenever you feel a little homesick.”
Giorgia, Italy

“Just grab this opportunity to spend
time with yourself. Sleep as much
as you can, taste some food or
cook, watch your favorite movies,
read what you like and think about
what you will do in your university
journey, set up some goals and plan
to achieve them.”

Yuvi, UAE

There are a few important numbers to
store in your phone, just in case you
need to use them.

“Don’t be afraid to go out and do
things and meet people. Sign up for
classes and activities that you enjoy
and provide yourself with good,
healthy distractions.”

Who can I contact if I have been
sexually harassed or assaulted?

“Sleep on it. I was extremely
homesick and lonely in my first
few days. I took a nap, woke up
refreshed, took a shower, went
into the city and visited locations
where there were large amounts of
backpackers.”
Abdul, UAE
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In WA, police are friendly and
approachable. If you need assistance
or want to report a crime, you can do
so without fear – the police are here to
help.

Linh, Vietnam

Jenna, USA
“Talk to your family back home, but not
so much that you don’t have time for
your friends! Other tips include working
out, eating right, meditation and yoga.
Most importantly, enjoy alone time!”

Perth is a very safe place, but crimes can
happen.

STUDYPERTH.COM.AU

Your first call should be to the police.
You can visit your local police station or
call 000.
The Sexual Assult Resource Centre
(SARC) provides free and confidential
support for any person who has
experienced sexual violence in WA.

• 000 for all emergencies – that
includes ambulance, police and fire
• 131 444 for non-urgent police
attendance, for example to report
an offence that has been committed
against you
• 1800 333 000 to report suspicious
behaviour or to report someone who
has committed an offence
• You can also visit
www.police.wa.gov.au for more
information.
Call 08 6458 1828.
Should you need to contact someone at
your university to report sexual assault
or for support services in relation to
sexual assault, Universities Australia lists
contact details for universities.
www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au

WHAT DO I DO IN AN EMERGENCY?
If you have a medical emergency, if there is a fire, or if you need police attention, call 000 (it’s
entirely free to call). You will then be asked if you need police, fire or ambulance. You can also
request a translator if you need one.
INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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Sexual health
Where can I get advice on sexual health?
You can ask your doctor about sexual health matters including sexually
transmitted infections (STIs), contraception options, and more. If your medical
clinic has several doctors on its roster, you can choose to visit a female doctor if
that makes you feel more comfortable.
Your education provider may also offer sexual health support, so make sure to
check their website or visit the student help desk to find out.
For free and confidential advice about contraception options, pregnancy and
sexual health, contact 1800 My Options. It is important to remember that the
more sexually active you are the more often you should get tested for sexually
transmitted infections (STIs). If left untreated some STIs can have serious impacts
on your health outcomes.
Sexual Health Quarters provides free and confidential services to all international
students.

Student
insurance
you’ll love.
For real.

www.1800myoptions.org.au

Back up your life. Not just your work.

www.shq.org.au

Contraception options in Australia
You can get contraceptive medications and devices very easily and cheaply in
Australia. You should talk to your GP about long-term contraception options like
IUDs and the pill. Condoms are available from supermarkets and pharmacies.
Emergency contraceptives are available from pharmacies if you need them.
Pregnancy tests are also available at the pharmacy or supermarket.

What is sexual
harassment?
Sexual harassment can
take many forms, both
physical and non-physical.
Sexual harassment may
include:
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• Unnecessary familiarity,
such as unwelcome
touching
• Suggestive comments or
jokes, insults or taunts of a
sexual nature
• Physical assault, indecent
exposure, sexual assault,
stalking or obscene
communications

STUDYPERTH.COM.AU

• Sending sexually explicit
emails or text messages
• Intrusive questions
or statements about
someone’s private life
• Requests for sex or
repeated unwanted
requests to go out on dates

Love your best bits
Protect the stuff that matters
most to you.

Online mothership
Everything you ever need is on
our website, 24/7.

Go rogue
No matter where you are, we’ve
got your back.

Student accommodation
We cover your stuff there too.

Exams & course work
We cover the cost to resit that exam
or redo the work you’ve lost.

Temporary accommodation
We’ve got your back if where you
live becomes uninhabitable.

Tech & gadgets
All your technology and gadgets
can be covered with us.

getmicover.com/students
miCover Pty Ltd (ABN 19 635 062 547) as an Authorised Representative and wholly owned subsidiary of Eclipse Insurance Pty Ltd
(ABN 90 629 644 846) the holder of Australian Financial Services License (516081). Before making a decision, please consider
the product disclosure statement or policy wording available on our website.

Staying fit

BEACH SAFETY

Gyms
If you’re keen to join a gym during your time in
Perth, there are several options available including
Anytime Fitness, Jetts, Goodlife and more. There
are also womens-only gyms such as Curves and
Fernwood. Most universities have gyms and offer
students reasonable rates, while some managed
accommodation providers have gyms on-site. Your
local pool may also include a gym, which is often
accessible for a low cost.

Fitness classes

Giveaway time!
Want to enjoy Australia like a local?
Win free tickets to events, sports
games, experiences and more!

While you can usually find a variety of fitness classes
within a gym, there are options for classes-only
venues. You can take up a membership for all kinds
of fitness classes including kickboxing, F45 (highintensity group workouts), weight training, cycling
and more. Use the MINDBODY app to find fitness
classes near you, or sign up for ClassPass where you
can access lots of different fitness facilities under
one membership.
www.classpass.com

Yoga
There are many different types of yoga, with varying
levels of intensity and movement. The most common
are hatha, Bikram and Ashtanga. Use Find Yoga to
find a class near you; there are plenty of beginner
classes available.
www.findyoga.com.au

Pilates

Head to our website for more information

Pilates is an exercise that focuses on flexibility and
strength. There are two different types of Pilates:
mat-based and equipment-based, which is sometimes
called ‘reformer Pilates’. YouTube is a great starting
point but for further instruction check out a studio
using Australian Pilates.
www.australianpilates.asn.au

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU/GIVEAWAYS
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A day spent at one of
Australia’s 10,685 beaches
is rarely a day wasted. If
you’re planning a day out
by the water, here’s your
guide to staying safe and
having a great day.
Plan your visit
Check the weather
forecast before you
leave. If there’s heavy
rains or storms, consider
postponing. Make sure you
apply and pack sunscreen.
Even if it’s cloudy the
UV can be high. Don’t
go swimming if you have
consumed drugs or alcohol.
Stay safe
Don’t go swimming alone
- grab a couple of friends
and head to a patrolled
beach. Once there, check
for any signs and follow the
instructions. Swim between
the yellow and red flags,
this is the monitored
spot that’s been deemed
safest for swimming. Don’t
dive into water, you may
overestimate the depth
and this can have very
serious consequences.
How to get help
If you ever find yourself in
trouble while swimming,
try to stay calm and raise
your hands to show that
you need help. If you see
someone else in distress in
the water, emergency dial
Triple Zero (000). For more
information see Royal
Lifesaving Australia.
www.royallifesaving.com.au
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Making friends
You’ll probably meet lots of new people in your course or through where
you live, whether it’s a share house or managed student accommodation.
But there are also a few other avenues you can take to make friends.

HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

LANGUAGE GROUPS

If your education provider has
a student club network, make
sure to join one that suits your
interests – you’re bound to meet
one or several likeminded people.
You’ll find clubs and societies
focused on all kinds of things,
from individual sports and hobbies
to specific cultural backgrounds or
religions.

There’s bound to be other
international students in Perth
looking to improve their English.
There are countless English
conversation groups happening
all over the city; check your local
library or community centre, or
visit your education provider’s
website to find out more. You’ll
also find conversation groups on
Meetup.

Outside of your educational
institution, think about joining a
choir, community garden, movie
or book club, or any other group
that matches your interests.
SOCIAL SPORTS
If you’re keen on a particular
sport, you’ll most likely find a
social sports league near you.
Sports including basketball, futsal,
cricket and other leagues are
available all over Perth.
www.justplay.com.au
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Dating

WHERE CAN I MEET PEOPLE?

WHAT’S THE DATING CULTURE
LIKE IN AUSTRALIA?

The key to finding friends might
be in the palm of your hand.
There are plenty of great apps
and websites designed to help you
meet people. Bumble BFF, We3
and Meetup are some of the best.

Australia has a pretty relaxed dating
scene. In a lot of cultures, the first or
second date can mark the beginning
of a relationship. But in Australia,
you’ll probably find yourself doing a
lot of ‘couply’ activities before the
relationship starts. Australia doesn’t
have a huge pick-up culture. Generally,
people will want to know someone a
little bit before they agree to share
contact details or hang out somewhere.

Understand that you won’t
necessarily ‘click’ with everyone
and that it can take time to make
good friends. Don’t overthink it
and just have fun meeting lots of
new people!

Remember, Australia does not tolerate
verbal or physical abuse, nor stalking
behaviour. Understand what is and isn’t
appropriate before dating – you can
read our sexual harrassment section for
more information.

www.meetup.com
APPS AND WEBSITES

STUDYPERTH.COM.AU

• Apps like Tinder, Bumble, OKCupid,
Coffee Meets Bagel, Hinge, Happn
and Plenty of Fish are popular in
Australia and cater to various sexual
preferences.
• Otherwise, pretty much any
place we mentioned above under
‘Making Friends’ is bound to offer
opportunities to meet potential
dates!
• Remember to stay safe on a date.
Laws around consent may be
different in Australia compared
to your country. Read our Safety
section to find out more.

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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1

2

PERTH CBD

NORTHBRIDGE,
LEEDERVILLE &
MOUNT LAWLEY

Perth’s CBD is
full of activity,
offering shops, bars,
restaurants, galleries,
museums, theatres
and much more.
P. 76
4

3

CRAWLEY,
CLAREMONT &
SUBIACO

The club scene
mixes with coffee
spots, hidden gems
and leafy suburban
P. 80
streets.
5

SOUTH PERTH &
BENTLEY

Covered in parks,
lakes and more, areas
as beautiful as they
are bustling.
P. 84

FREMANTLE
Beautiful beaches,
shady esplanades,
unique retailers, local
markets and a buzzing
live music scene.

Home to an
incredible view of the
city and some of the
best restaurants in
Perth.
P. 86

P. 90

Joondalup (27km from city centre)
Inglewood
Hyde Park

Leederville

City Beach

3

Belemont

Northbridge

Kings Park
and Botanic
Garden

Swanbourne

Ascot

2

1 Perth
Victoria Park

Claremont

Kewdale

South Perth

Cottesloe

Swan River

4

Welshpool
Bentley

Bicton

Areas of Perth
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Wilson
Riverton

5
Fremantle

Beaconsfield
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Attadale

Murdoch
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#LiveLearnLaunch #StudyPerthInAction

Getting around

Perth’s transport system is diverse, clean and reliable. With free city loops,
and a tertiary student discount for students of participating institutions, it
is also a relatively cheap way to get around the city.
BUSES
For shorter trips around the Perth metro area, buses are your best option.
Services into and out of the city generally leave every 15 minutes, but make
sure you check your timetable carefully – they’re less frequent outside of
business hours, and the wait can extend to up to two hours on Sundays.
Perth also has an excellent network of free CAT buses, which run in loops
around the city, East Perth, West Perth and Leederville, as well as routes in
Fremantle and Joondalup. The buses go every eight minutes between 7am
and 7.30pm, and every 15 minutes for an hour or two either side of that
period.
TRAINS
Perth has six train lines heading out from the city: four from the Perth
train station, and two from Perth Underground, which is connected to the
main station (unsurprisingly, it’s underneath it). The Fremantle, Midland,
Armadale and Thornlie lines connect at Perth, and the Mandurah and
Joondalup trains stop at the Underground.
FERRIES
There’s a round trip across the river every 30 minutes on weekdays (less
frequently on weekends) from the Barrack Street jetty on the city side to
the Mends Street jetty in South Perth. The bus may be quicker, but the view
from the river is worth it.
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PLANNING
Perth’s public trains, buses and ferries are run by Transperth. Head to
their website for more information about ticketing, timetables and routes
(including a University and TAFE specific page), and to use their journey
planner to map out your trip.
www.transperth.wa.gov.au/Timetables/Uni-TAFE-Services

TICKETING
Although you can still pay cash it is recommended that you take advantage of
the prepaid SmartRider card. Simply keep the card topped up with funds and
remember to tap on and off at the beginning and end of every journey using
the green SmartRider machine.
Full-time international students qualify for a concession Smartrider. The
SmartRider card itself counts as proof of concession and must be carried
when using concession fares. Students of participating educational
institutions can apply through their institution, while all others should apply
directly to Transperth. The participating institutions are Curtin University,
Edith Cowan University, Murdoch University and the University of Western
Australia.

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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Riding a bike

Other transport options
Ride sharing
The first to launch, and still by far the
most popular, is Uber. More recent
arrivals to the Perth market include
DiDi, GoCatch, Oscar and Ola, offering
discounted rates during quiet hours of

the day. The most unique ride sharing
option available in Perth is the femaleonly service Shebah. All drivers and all
passengers of the service are female,
with the exception being males under
18 traveling with a female, and many
cars come with car seats available.

Most international students will spend
between $700 - $1500 a year on
transport. This makes getting a bike a
very cheap alternative.

•

Good for your physical health

•

Good for your mental health

•

Good for the environment

Add to that, riding a bike is:

•

Reliable (no more waiting for late
trains or traffic jams)

BUYING A BIKE
The cheapest overall option is to buy your own bike to use throughout your time
in Perth. There are plenty of dedicated bicycle shops around the city, but you can
also purchase affordable ones from Kmart.
Second-hand bikes are also great options if you want to save money. Try Facebook
Marketplace or Gumtree. You can use these websites if you want to sell your bike
when you leave Australia.

Taxis

Ordering taxis

www.gumtree.com.au

There are a few taxi ranks located
around the city. Taxi ranks are specific
areas where you can line up and get a
taxi, otherwise you can try hailing one
from the side of the road. It’s also a
good idea to be wary of how much your
trip will cost.

Swan Taxis 13 13 30

BIKE LAWS

Black & White 13 32 22

It is illegal to ride in Australia without a helmet and you must have a light on your
bike if you plan to ride at night. As a bike rider, you’re allowed to ride on the road,
on bike paths and on shared paths. You usually can’t ride on pedestrian footpaths.
When you’re driving on the road, you’re expected to follow the same road rules as
drivers. Check out the WA Department of Transport website for more information.
www.transport.wa.gov.au
BIKE LANES

Renting a car
If you want to explore some of Perth’s outer parts or regional areas surrounding
the city, you can rent a car for one or multiple days. There are several car rental
providers around Perth – use a comparison website like VroomVroomVroom to find
the best deal. It’s also worth noting that if a car rental company needs to relocate
a car to a different city, one-way car hire can be very affordable.
www.vroomvroomvroom.com.au

Hiring a bike

www.urbi.bike

There are two bike share schemes
running in Perth: Urbi and Spinway.
Each one has stations around the city;
you simply need to download each app
to find your nearest location.

www.spinwaywa.bike
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There are several bike lanes and tracks around Perth, designed to keep you safe.
These are clearly marked so you know where you can safely ride. You can contact
your local council for an up-to-date bike map or visit the WA Department of
Transport website.
STORING YOUR BIKE
You’ll find plenty of bike storage racks located all over Perth, where you can
securely leave your bike for an extended period of time (just make sure you have
a good-quality lock). The WA Department of Transport website has a map showing
all bike rack locations.
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History of Perth
Pre-settlement

Early 1616

History of WA begins between
40,000 and 60,000 years ago when
Aboriginal Australians arrive on the
northwest coast

First European contact happens
when explorer Dirk Hartog lands
on the west coast, after being
blown off course on the way to
Batavia (Jakarta)

1827
1829

Major Lockyer formally takes
possession of WA for the British
Crown

Establishment of the Swan River
Colony and the capital, Perth

1885
1901

Gold is discovered and tens of
thousands of prospectors travel
across WA

WA, New South Wales,
Queensland, South Australia,
Tasmania and Victoria, form the
Commonwealth of Australia

1911
The University of Western Australia
becomes WA’s first university.
Teaching begins in 1913

1930
Perth is connected to Adelaide,
as well as the rest of the eastern
states, by a telephone line
1947

After World War II, the British
government subsidises fares to
Australia to encourage immigration.
The scheme ends in 1982 after more
than a million people settle

1967
Aboriginal people are recognised
as Australian citizens and given
the right to vote

1970
The Indian Pacific train completes
its first journey by rail across the
continent from Sydney to Perth

1975
WA’s second university, Murdoch
University, opens

1993

2007
The Perth-Mandurah railway line
is completed

2016

James Stirling established Perth’s first settlements on the Swan River in 1829. Land
was first sighted by the colonists on 1 June. 18 June saw an official Proclamation
take place, and the colony was set up shortly after on 12 August. Stirling had sole
authority to draft laws and decide on day-to-day affairs.
CONVICT ERA
While Western Australia was originally a free settlement, economic problems for
settler capitalists, including lack of farmland, poor stock yields and isolation, led
them to seek the transportation of British convicts. WA became a penal colony in
1850. By 1868, more than 9,000 convicts had been transported to WA by convict
ship voyages.
GOLD RUSH
Until the 1880s, wool and wheat made up most of WA’s economy. This changed
in 1885 when gold was discovered and tens of thousands of prospectors travelled
across WA looking for goldfields. Dozens of gold towns boomed and were
eventually abandoned when the gold ran out.
POST-WAR EUROPEANS
As part of the “Populate or Perish” policy, the Assisted Passage Migration Scheme
was launched by the British government in 1945. They wanted to increase the
population of Australia and supply workers for industries that were thriving in
the country. By subsidising the cost of travel, most adults were charged only ten
pounds for the fare.

2018
Yagan Square opens to the public for
the first time
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Perth is now home to a multicultural population that is home to several
nationalities. English residents make up the biggest overseas-born population,
followed by New Zealanders, South Africans, Indians and Malays.

LEARN MORE

2017
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COLONISATION

MODERN MIGRATION

The Perth-Joondalup railway line is
completed

Elizabeth Quay opens

Built on immigration

The state-of-the-art Perth
Stadium is completed

To learn more about Perth’s migration history and to discover how various
cultures have helped shape Australia, make sure to visit the Western Australian
Museum. The museum is set to reopen this year after a huge redevelopment.
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Aboriginal culture

The Aboriginal people of the Perth region are called the Noongar people.
Noongar is the name for the Indigenous Australians who live in the
southwest of Western Australia, spanning from Esperance to Geraldton.
The Noongar people have lived in this corner of WA for over 40,000
years.
HISTORY AND CULTURE
Wardarnji is held in late October/early November each year to open the
Fremantle Festival. A group of non-Aboriginal Western Australians started
the event in 1993 to celebrate Aboriginal culture. It displays Aboriginal
culture through traditional dances, music, and art. Walyalup Aboriginal
Cultural Centre in Fremantle is another must-visit to learn about Aboriginal
history and culture.
ART
There are several smaller art galleries showcasing Aboriginal art, as well as
the Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre. The Aboriginal Art & Craft Gallery
in Kings Park holds a great display of Aboriginal art. Located at the top
of Kings Park, it showcases both traditional Aboriginal art – using historic
methods and canvases such as on rock and sand, and natural pigments – and
non-traditional art. You can also visit Art Gallery WA to see lots of works
from Aboriginal artists.
FOOD
Maalinup Aboriginal Gallery in the Swan Valley offers a bush tucker talk
where you can learn all about native Australian foods and ingredients, as
well as traditional hunting and gathering practices.
MUSIC
Music is a big part of Aboriginal storytelling, and traditional instruments
like the didjeridu, bullroarer and clapsticks are still used today. Make sure to
check out artists like Yothu Yindi, A.B. Original, Baker Boy, Thelma Plum and
Dan Sultan.

74

STUDYPERTH.COM.AU

PLACE NAMES
Rottnest Island - Wadjemup - ‘place
across the water where the spirits are’
Kings Park - Kaarta Gar-up or Mooro
Katta - ‘friendly ground’ or ‘big hill’
Heirisson Island - Matagarup - ‘leg
deep’

Swan River - Derbarl Yerrigan ‘freshwater’ or ‘water turtle dreaming
along the river’
Fremantle - Walyalup - ‘place of the
kangaroo rat’

EVENTS
NAIDOC Week is a celebration of
Aboriginal talent and culture, held
every year in the first week of July.
Each year, a different Australian
city is chosen to host the welcoming
ceremony, and a different theme is
picked. Awards are given to celebrate
the achievements of Aboriginal people,
such as the Person of the Year Award,
and the Caring for Country Award.
National Reconciliation Week is a
time for Australians to learn about
Aboriginal culture and history as a part
of reconciliation. It lasts from 27 May,
the anniversary of the 1967 referendum

which included Aboriginal people in
the census, to 3 June, the anniversary
of the High Court Mabo decision that
recognised the native title of Australia.
National Sorry Day, held on 26 May, is
a day for Australians to acknowledge
and raise awareness for the struggles
of Aboriginal people, especially the
impact of the Stolen Generation. The
day was initiated in response to the
absence of an apology by the Australian
Government. Since their official
apology in 2008, it has become a day
of recognition and remembrance.
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Community facilities

City centre
Perth’s CBD is full of activity, offering shops, bars,
restaurants, galleries, museums, theatres and
much more.

Highlights
Perth’s open-air malls are full of big
brands and spots where you can grab
a bargain. Hay Street Mall and Murray
Street Mall are among the most popular
places to shop, but if you prefer
something a little more high-end,
Kings Street has you covered. Here,
you’ll find designer boutiques including
Prada, Chanel, Louis Vuitton and more.
Sculpture, interesting architecture and
green spaces also dot the city centre
between the skyscrapers and shops.
One of the city’s newest developments
is Elizabeth Quay. The marina brings
the river into the heart of the city and
is a great space for events, pop-up
festivals and summer markets. At night,
the Elizabeth Quay Pedestrian Bridge
lights up along with the rest of the
city, creating a beautiful display. It also
marks the spot to catch the Transperth
ferry. You can travel across to South
Perth, adventure to the charming Swan
Valley, or head to Fremantle from here.
Nearby, the Bell Tower is a popular
tourist attraction and one of the
world’s largest musical instruments.
It’s definitely worth visiting for the
views alone! Here, you’ll also find
Annalakshmi on the Swan, a traditional
Indian restaurant where you can go for
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an amazing feast and pay what you feel
the meal was worth. Run by volunteers,
Annalakshmi serves some of the most
authentic food outside of India and is
well worth a visit.
Underneath the BHP building at
Brookfield Place, you’ll find boutique
coffee spots and eateries, like Print
Hall and The Apple Daily Bar & Eating
House, as well as hidden rooftop bars.
Small bars have cropped up all over
the CBD and make for a night full
of fun exploration. Wolf Lane offers
a unique cocktail experience in a
storybook-themed interior. Goody
Two’s has a huge selection of Japanese
whisky and interesting decorations in
the bathrooms. Go to Caballitos for
delicious Mexican fare or try Bobeche
for live music and plenty of character.

Perth is a leafy city, and you’ll find
Kings Park, Queens Gardens and Harold
Boas Gardens all close to the CBD. You
can walk up to Kings Park via Jacob’s
Ladder, but be prepared for the climb!
The smaller gardens are slightly more
accessible from the city centre and are
great for getting back to nature.
If you want to connect with your faith,
there are several centres and churches
around the city. Baptist, Catholic,
Presbyterian and Anglican churches
can all be found centrally, as well as
Perth City Musallah on Murray Street

Unique experiences
The Swan River is a beautiful waterway,
best explored by boat. Ferries and
cruises, including the Transperth ferry,
run every day out of Elizabeth Quay,
and take you up and down the river.
If you want something a little more
special, you can even hire a gondola to
take you down the river. You can book
15-minute, 30-minute and one-hour
cruises throughout the day, but the
sunset cruise is particularly magical.

and Perth Mosque on William Street. A
weekly English conversation meet-up,
Language Connects People, is held at
Perth Baptist Church every Wednesday
evening.
If you’re in the city and need
somewhere to study, check out the City
of Perth Library. With a huge selection
of books, papers, magazines, DVDs
and online resources, you’re sure to
find what you need for your studies.
The library has student zones, meeting
rooms, an auditorium and a terrace, all
laid out under beautiful artwork over
seven stunning levels.

Often, the best way to learn about a
city is to hear about it from locals. Take
part in a walking tour around Perth’s
CBD to learn more about the city and
its history. Oh Hey WA has a walking
tour that explores Perth’s heritage, as
well as a ‘Small Bar & Street Art’ tour
that takes you to some of the city’s
best nightlife spots. Otherwise, join
a craft beer or gin masterclass tour,
which both include food.
www.ohhey.com.au

The CBD also offers a huge variety
of fantastic eateries. Ippudo in Kings
Square serves authentic ramen, umamidama and signature secret dashi to
warm you from the inside out. Brika
is great for Greek food, while Tiisch
does delicious breakfasts. There are
plenty of fine-dining venues, too,
including Wildflower, Post, Nobu and C
Restaurant in the Sky (which happens
to be located 33 floors up – perfect for
Instagrammable views!).
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“I enjoy Korean barbeque
in the city. Palsaik
Namoo and Arirang are
my two favorite spots to
eat and spend time with
my family and friends.”
William, Indonesia
Studied at the University of
Western Australia
DAY PLAN

KINGS PARK AND BOTANIC GARDEN
This beautiful park is one of the most popular places
in Perth. With bushwalking trails, gardens, sacred
memorials, incredible city views and much more,
there’s no shortage of things to see and do here.
1. Visit Aspects of Kings Park for unique homewares
and gifts.
2. Explore the WA Botanic Garden to see 3000
species of native flora.
3. Climb the DNA Tower and enjoy spectacular views
over the park and surrounds.
4. Wander through the treetops on the tranquil
Federation Walkway.
5. Enjoy a movie under the stars at the annual
Moonlight Cinema.

ICON

Richmond and
Melbourne Park

Richmond is a hotspot for shopping,
brunch, nightlife, sport, and street art.
Bridge Road has traditionally been the
best place to go shopping, but Swan Street
has made a strong resurgence in recent
years. The street is packed with great cafes,
local boutiques
selling event
a rangeinofWestern
different Australia’s annual calendar and
The biggest
products,the
cool
burger joints,fringe
and classic
third-largest
festival in the world, this eagerly
Greek restaurants.
anticipated festival was once considered the precursor to
Perth Festival but now shines in its own right.

Fringe World

Some of the biggest acts in the world have played this festival,
but it’s also a great way to see up-and-coming acts before they
reach superstardom. You can see everything from cabaret,
music and theatre to comedy, circus and visual arts.
If you’re a foodie or enjoy craft beer and cocktails, there’s
no shortage of locations for you to explore. Food trucks,
international food markets, tastings, and the famous merrygo-round bar are all worth sampling. If a party is what you’re
looking for, silent discos, sing-a-longs, live music, and dance
parties are everywhere. This is certainly an amazing time to be
in the city.
Grab a copy of the printed program, which you can find all over
Perth close to the date of the opening night, at information
centres, and also in your letterbox if you sign up to receive
it online. Go through and highlight the shows, exhibitions,
showcases and screenings you’d like to attend and book your
tickets ahead of time, as the most popular slots sell out quickly.
It’s also a lot of fun to check out the many free shows or head
to Yagan Square to try and secure a last-minute ticket!

CHEAP CHOICE
Toastface Grillah in the CBD makes simple and delicious
toasted cheese sandwiches for next to nothing. There
are lots of flavour combinations to choose from that
incorporate different cheeses.
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Northbridge,
Leederville &
Mount Lawley

Community facilities

Surrounding the city, these suburbs are
very cool. A thriving club scene mixes with
fantastic coffee spots, hidden gems and leafy
suburban streets.

Highlights
Northbridge offers new attractions like
Yagan Square, alongside old favourites
such as the Perth Cultural Centre and
State Theatre Centre. The suburb is
the place to go for student nights,
free events and a massive selection of
international restaurants. Head to the
new Market Hall food court, or discover
your favourite Korean barbeque place
on William Street. Northbridge is also
considered the heart of Perth’s arts
and culture scene, home to most of the
annual Fringe World Festival’s venues.
You’ll find the Art Gallery of WA, WA
Museum and the Perth Institute of
Contemporary Arts (fondly known as
PICA) on James Street, all of which
have free exhibitions running yearround.
Nearby Leederville has a strong cafe
culture and welcoming community
alongside a thriving club scene. Dance
the night away at Hip-E Club, The
Manor or Niche, all of which run promo
nights and student specials. Or, go
for something a bit more relaxed and
try out the many brunch spots along
Oxford Street. Leederville is known
for having an abundance of sumptuous
international flavours; go to Ria Malay
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Kitchen for Malaysian dishes and
delicious roti, La Vida Urbana for a
Mexican twist on classic dishes, Three
Sisters for traditional Vietnamese
eats, or Bill’s Bar and Bites for cheese
boards. Go BYO at Viet Hoa and you’ll
see why it’s a local favourite. The shops
in Leederville are eclectic and full of
clothing, trinkets and homewares you
won’t find anywhere else. Try Varga
Girl, Urban Depot or Remedy for a spot
of retail therapy.
If you follow Beaufort Street from
Northbridge away from the city, you’ll
reach Mount Lawley. A popular student
suburb thanks to its proximity to the
city and access to the Swan River, this
suburb is also home to an Edith Cowan
University campus. The state-of-theart developments in and around the
campus are well worth visiting. The
famous Astor Theatre has a longrunning history and an event calendar
full of incredible live acts, from comedy
to drama and performing arts. Beaufort
Street has an amazing array of bars,
restaurants and cafes, too. Veggie
Mamma does great vegetarian and
vegan food, while Side Door Barbecue
will satisfy meat-eaters. Finlay & Sons,
Fez and Modus are top spots for coffee
and breakfast.

STUDYPERTH.COM.AU

The Loftus Community Centre in Leederville offers
plenty of opportunities to connect and engage with
fellow residents through various events and programs,
like cooking classes, fitness activities, music classes, and
a chess club.
Northbridge Medical Centre has a general practice, as
well as sexual health services, skin cancer checks and
multilingual doctors. If you need to go to the doctor
outside normal business hours, GP After Hours in Mount
Lawley opens at 7pm and closes at 11pm most nights.
You’ll find several churches in the area, including Saint
Mary’s Catholic Church in Leederville, St Patrick’s
Anglican Church and St Paul’s in Mount Lawley, and
Saint Brigid’s Church and the Greek Orthodox Church of
Saints Constantine and Helen in Northbridge.
Mount Lawley’s location right next to the Swan River
makes it a great spot for soaking up the summer rays
or hiding from the heat. Mount Lawley is its own little
fitness hub with lots of great options to choose from,
including Plus Fitness, Snap Fitness, Goodlife and more.
Try spin classes, yoga, swimming, circuits, personal
training, or outdoor group sessions and find something
you love to help keep you fit and feeling your best.

Unique experiences
The Northbridge Piazza is a green public space complete
with outdoor sun umbrellas, comfy bean bags and a
super screen. The area is usually full of families, students
and workers taking a break in the sunshine or enjoying a
free movie playing on the big screen.
For a touch of old movie magic, head to the Luna Cinema
in Leederville. This retro art deco theatre has been
around since the 1920s and is a fantastic place to watch
independent or festival films in a cosy and intimate
setting. But the real treat is the outdoor cinema, which
takes place during summer. Relax in a bean bag and
enjoy the movie as you take in the leafy surroundings.
You can bring your own picnic lunch or dinner, or visit
the cinema’s beautiful bar to get yourself a glass of wine.
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“My go-to restaurant
is Utopia, located in
Northbridge. Utopia
is a bubble tea shop,
but the branch in
Northbridge is a
vegetarian cafe.
Personally, I haven’t
tried a dish I don’t like!”
ShuHui, Malaysia
Studying at the University of
Western Australia
NIGHT PLAN

Bar crawl
If you are after a night out in Perth,
Northbridge is full of fun venues worth
checking out.
1. Frisk: Head here for delicious gin
cocktails and an urban, graffiti-filled
atmosphere.
2. Holey Moley: Keen for some mini golf?
Holey Moley has a full indoor course,
plus you can grab a drink from the bar
and enjoy it while you play.
3. Tiki as FK: This is a tiki bar with a twist,
with great rum cocktail selection and
incredible city views from the balcony.
4. Mustang Bar: A real mixed night out,
Mustang has live music, sport on TV,
pool competitions and cheap burgers.

ICON

Richmond and
Melbourne Park
NEARBY NEIGHBOURHOODS

Maylands, Bayswater
& Inglewood
In Bayswater, the Baigup Wetlands
is a beautiful landscape right on
the banks of the Swan River. It’s
part of the Swan River floodplain, a
70-hectare reserve that stretches
across the city. It’s a breezy walk to
the end of the wetlands and back,
which is about a two-kilometre round
trip. On the walk, you can have lunch
in the picnic area and spot native
wildlife. The Baigup Wetlands is
home to a number of native plants
and over 80 species of bush and
water birds, such as the Eastern
Great Egret, which you can often see
by the river.
Also in Bayswater, you’ll find the
Bayswater Waves. This centre offers
a fully equipped, double-storey gym,
as well as plenty of aquatic facilities
including whirlpools, waterslides,
a lazy river, and an awesome wave
pool, where you can surf without
hitting the beach. Bayswater Waves
also puts on occasional movie nights,
where you can get your toes wet and
enjoy a great film.
Beaufort Street in Inglewood is the
perfect place to get involved in the
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community. The street is lined with
independent local businesses and
decorated with street art done by
locals. The Monday Night Market
is held on Beaufort Street every
Monday night from 6pm, September
through April. It’s another great
opportunity to support locally made
products and food. There are food
trucks and vendors where you can
grab a bite to eat and live music
to listen to as you stroll along the
street.
Maylands is also home to a number
of markets, including the Maylands
Street Festival, which celebrates
the area every May – head there to
check out live music, great food,
local stalls, and the incredible street
bar.
Tranby House in Maylands is a place
full of history and culture. It was
built in 1839 on the Peninsula farm,
one of the first farms in the Swan
River Colony. There, you can not
only learn about the rich history of
Western Australia, but you can also
enjoy high tea at the Peninsula Tea
Gardens overlooking the Swan River.
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Crawley,
Claremont &
Subiaco
Seconds from the river and covered in parks,
lakes, coffee shops, boutiques, bike routes,
and bars, these student hubs are as beautiful
as they are bustling.

Highlights
This cluster of suburbs is set in one
of the most beautiful parts of Perth,
with the Swan River on one side and
the beach on the other. In close
proximity to the Fremantle train line,
these suburbs are easily accessible, so
you can reach the city, Fremantle and
Claremont from right outside your
door. But, there’s also plenty to do in
the area itself!
In Crawley you’ll find the University
of Western Australia. A lot of the
University’s facilities are open to
the public, giving it a welcoming
community feel. The Somerville
Auditorium runs an outdoor cinema
every summer, complete with
woodfired pizza and sparkling wine.
Directly next to the Swan River, the
foreshore is the perfect place to try
out paddle boarding, go for an evening
dip, or sit and relax with friends
over a picnic. As you walk along the
water’s edge, you’ll come across cafes,
restaurants and public barbeques.
Claremont is home to the Claremont
Quarter shopping centre. You’ll find
several big department stores and
supermarkets here, as well as lots
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of trendy cafes and restaurants.
Highlights include Pixel Coffee
Brewers, Jersey Jack Gelato and The
Groper and His Wife. Lake Claremont
is a little hidden gem, tucked next to
Scotch College behind the train line.
This beautiful lake is home to a fabulous
array of birdlife, as well as lots of good
places to relax around the edge. There’s
a gym, golf course, cafe and minigolf course next to the lake, as well
as dog-friendly exercise areas. Head
towards the older part of Claremont
along Bay View Terrace and you’ll find
Old Theatre Lane, which contains local
favourites The Lane Cafe and Lane
Bookshop. The Claremont Hotel has
been freshly refurbished and offers
great student nights and deals.
Subiaco is currently undergoing a
facelift as the old football stadium
and Subi Markets come down and
new developments go up. Rokeby
Road is still a shopper’s paradise, with
plenty of places to grab a bite to eat
between checking out the suburb’s
independent retailers and local brands.
Head to Chutney Mary’s for Indian,
Funtastico for tasty pizzas, or Boucla
for Mediterranean treats.
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Claremont Community Hub & Library
offers several meet-ups, community
initiatives and language groups, and
there’s a great selection of books to
borrow including a foreign language
material collection. You can join the
library’s English conversation group
every Monday afternoon.
Claremont Medical Centre provides
a range of health services, with
multilingual doctors available. Hay
Street Medical Centre in Subiaco is
open until 7pm most days and does skin
cancer check-ups.

Unique experiences
Along the Swan River, just past Kings
Park, are the Blue Boat House and Eliza
statue. These landmarks are popular
tourist attractions, both known for
their rich history and photogenic
features. The Blue Boat House
(officially named the Crawley Edge
Boatshed) was built in the 1930s and is
famous for its bright blue colour, which
is perfect for photo opportunities but be prepared to wait in line during
peak times. Nearby is the Eliza statue
commemorating the Crawley Baths,
which were open for 50 years before
being demolished in the 1960s.

Subiaco has an impressive list of
community facilities including
the Subiaco Community Centre,
community gardens and the Subiaco
Justice Centre, which offers
community legal advice.
Take advantage of the University of
Western Australia’s Aquatic Centre,
where you can swim laps or learn to
swim with the centre’s comprehensive
classes. Plus, all six of the University’s
libraries are open to the public.

The statue is an important part of
Crawley’s history and culture, with
Eliza being dressed up for charity
and sporting events, and important
celebrations.
If you’re a feline fan, head to the Cat
Cafe Purrth in Subiaco. The cafe is
home to 12 cats you can play with
as you eat and drink. Plus, you’ll be
supporting cats all over Perth by
visiting the cafe; a percentage of the
profits goes straight to Cat Haven,
which houses stray cats and other cats
ready for adoption.
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South Perth
& Bentley

Community facilities

Just a quick drive or a trip on the
ferry will take you to an incredible
view of the city and some of the
best international restaurants
around.

Highlights
South Perth is just a short but beautiful
ferry ride away from Elizabeth Quay.
Don’t let the high-rise apartments
here fool you; this pretty foreshore
is littered with cool places to eat
and cute cafes. The Acai Corner is
a health-focused joint for delicious
smoothie bowls, Gusto Food is great for
breakfast, D’Tandoor does tasty Indian
food, and Rambla on Swan is perfect
for a fancy meal.
While you won’t find many nightclubs
in South Perth, there are plenty of
pubs and bars around. The Windsor
Hotel is an iconic South Perth venue,
where you can listen to live music, dine
on delicious food, or visit their scenic
garden bar. Along Albany Highway is
the Dutch Trading Co., which is the
place to go for classic pub food, Asian
cuisine, and an incredible range of
beers.
Head to the foreshore before dusk and
you’ll see the sun set over the city and
many of the CBD’s buildings light up.
The foreshore is also a great place to
watch the Australia Day fireworks.
Shops in South Perth and south of the
river are usually small boutiques, but
there are also larger shopping strips.
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South Shore Shopping Centre is just
across the road from Perth Zoo, and
is surrounded by lots of cute cafes.
The centre is a great spot to buy food,
clothes, and any other necessities.
Victoria Park Central has plenty
of food stores where you can buy
groceries or grab a quick bite to eat.
Surrounding the centre, along Albany
Highway, there is a growing selection
of boutiques and cafes, including Dark
Horse Espresso.
Head a bit further south and you’ll find
the suburb of Bentley. Curtin University
is based here, so you know it’s a
student-friendly area. This educational
hub is close to the city, near Westfield
Carousel shopping centre (which
houses big brands, grocery stores, a
cinema and more) and not far from
Crown Perth in Burswood. The casino
has a broad choice of restaurants,
clubs, and bars to choose from.

South Perth has plenty of leisure
centres to choose from offering all
kinds of fitness facilities. The Riverton
Leisureplex is an indoor facility with
heated pool, spa, sauna and gym
facilities, and the Wesley College
Sport Club has public opening times
organised around the college’s sport
schedule. Here, you can partake in
group fitness classes, Pilates and yoga,
and use the swimming pool, courts or
weights room.

Unique experiences
The South Perth foreshore is the best
place to go for water sports. There, you
can hire paddle boards, catamarans,
and single or double kayaks. It doesn’t
matter if you’ve never sailed before
- Funcats Watersports will teach you
everything you need to know before
and during your adventure, and the
team are always nearby to help. The
Swan River is full of Australian wildlife,
so keep an eye out - you may encounter
pelicans, black swans, and even
dolphins.

Mill Point Medical in South Perth offers
physical, mental and sexual health
services, while Bentley Plaza Family
Practice has women’s and men’s health
services and all of its doctors speak
multiple languages.
Bentley Community Centre is a thriving
place running community learning and
volunteering programs, health and
fitness initiatives, cultural connect
events, mentoring and youth services.

At Perth Zoo you can see animals from
all over the world - especially those
native to Australia. You can wander
through the zoo at your own pace,
exploring everything from Australian
wetlands to the African savannah, or
you can take one of the zoo’s tours,
either by car or on foot. Perth Zoo also
has talks and encounters with various
animals, such as orangutans (the largest
Sumatran Orangutan colony outside
of Indonesia) or the famous Estuarine
Crocodile. If you need to stop for
lunch, there is a cafe and a sprawling
green lawn which is great for picnic
lunches.

There is a dedicated pedestrian and
cycle path all the way along the river
and close to the stadium. The nearby
Matagarup Bridge is surrounded by
pockets of native landscaping and
miniature lakes for birdlife, acting as a
little nature sanctuary right next to the
city.
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“I really like this ramen
place in East Victoria
Park (near Bentley)
called Hakata Gensuke.
It is the best ramen
place I have ever been
to.”

Chuxiong, China

Studying at Curtin University
WHERE TO SHOP

Markets in
South Perth
Whether you are after artisan produce
or something nice for your room, these
markets are worth checking out.
1. South Perth Community Market:
Running every Sunday, the markets
deliver high-quality local produce and
a cool atmosphere with a DJ and live
music.
2. South Perth Streats: Over the warmer
summer months, select from some
of Perth’s best food trucks along the
foreshore.
3. Vic Park Farmers Market: Running
on Sunday mornings, the markets are
perfect for getting fresh produce for
the week.

ICON

Richmond and
Melbourne Park
NEARBY NEIGHBOURHOODS

Burswood
Optus Stadium is the main sports
stadium in Perth. It’s home to a
number of sporting events, including
AFL, WAFL, cricket, and rugby.
This massive stadium can seat up to
60,000 people and is used for more
than just sports: it also hosts openair music concerts throughout the
year. If you get hungry, head to one
of Optus Stadium’s many eateries.
Alternatively, try The Camfield,
Perth’s biggest pub and a great spot
to watch all the sport inside the
stadium if you haven’t purchased a
ticket. Goodwood Restaurant is a
nice place to grab lunch or dinner,
while City View Cafe offers a huge
buffet and stunning views of the
Swan River. You can access the
stadium via the Matagarup Bridge,
which crosses the Swan River and
delivers great views of the city and
stadium.
In Burswood’s beautiful Charles
Paterson Park on the banks of the
Swan River, you’ll find the Telethon

CHEAP CHOICE

Community Cinemas, which run
from late November to late April.
Here, you can sit on bean bags under
the stars, take in a film and enjoy a
pizza or cheese platter, which you
can order and pick up from the
venue. All the proceeds go directly
to Telethon, which has raised millions
of dollars for several charities. The
cinema is organised by Telethon and
run by over 500 volunteers over the
six-month period.
A short drive away is iFLY, where
you can soar through the air from
the comfort of the ground. Indoor
skydiving is a great way to live out
your dream of skydiving without
worrying about the height: the wind
tunnel allows you to fly in winds
of up to 250 kilometres per hour
that simulate the real thing in a
safe environment. With a viewing
platform all the way around, your
friends can watch you soar and
take spectacular photos of your
adventure.

Typsy Monk in South Perth does great weekly specials, including $10 Taco Tuesday
(with $5 Coronas and $10 margaritas) and half-price pizzas on Wednesdays.
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Community facilities
The Fremantle Fibonacci Centre,
located on Blinco Street, holds
several classes, workshops and events
throughout the year, while the Meeting
Place Community Centre on South
Terrace provides a range of unique
courses and hosts plenty of meet-ups,
including language groups.

Fremantle
This port city has beautiful beaches,
shady esplanades, a state-of-the-art
skate park, unique retailers, local
markets and a buzzing live music
scene.

Highlights
As you drive or sail into the city of
Fremantle – known as ‘Freo’ to locals
– you’ll see the iconic working docks,
which is still WA’s main shipping port.
Freo is steeped in history and home
to an incredibly open-minded and
alternative community. Decorated with
street art, contemporary sculptures and
winding tree-lined streets, the city has
a flair all of its own.
Here, second-hand bookstores, opshops, arcades and micro-breweries
are interspersed with big-brand stores,
vegan cafes and wholefood shops. The
famous Cappuccino Strip is exactly as
it sounds, bursting with coffee shops,
Italian and French pastry joints, and
a busy food hall. The Old Shanghai
food court has everything you could
hope for, with lots of cheap, delicious
eateries to choose from. Or, head to
High Street and pick from the many
student-friendly cafes. South Fremantle
has a great collection of small bars and
retailers. In particular, Wray Avenue has
a vast selection of unique boutiques
and is home to local favourite small bar,
Who’s Your Mumma.
Head towards the Esplanade and
you’ll find a sparkling marina full of
magnificent yachts. Lining the jetties
are seafood restaurants, fish and chip
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shops and Little Creatures Brewing,
along with great gelato spots, cafes,
and bar and restaurant, Bathers Beach
House. Hotels, spas, and wine bars
are also dotted along the Esplanade;
favourites include Whisper Wine Bar
and Ball & Chain. You can also check
out the 40-metre-tall Tourist Wheel
for unparalleled views of the city, or
the brand-new skate park located just
near it. A play park, parkour course
and public table tennis table can also
be found here, with rackets and balls
to hire at the little coffee shop by the
public bathrooms.
If you’re keen to check out the
local cultural offerings, head to the
WA Maritime Museum, followed by
Fremantle Prison or the Fremantle
Roundhouse. Here, you’ll hear the
cannon go off every day at 12pm, an
old maritime tradition for any ships just
outside the port. Fremantle Markets
are open Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
and showcase the finest fresh local
produce as well as food trucks, drinks,
gifts, and homewares.

Fremantle Library has a great book
selection, study spaces, public
computers, free wi-fi and book clubs.
Fremantle Leisure Centre lessons, swim
clubs, aqua aerobics and community
events.

Unique experiences
The old Fremantle Prison is not for
the fainthearted. This old prison was
home to convicts in the 1800s and
only recently closed in 1991. You can
take five different tours at the prison,
depending on how much spookiness
you can handle. Learn about the
notorious criminals housed in the prison
on the True Crime tour, or discover the
prison’s history in the Convict Prison
and Behind Bars tours. For those who
really want to get freaked out, try the

Fremantle is home to lots of churches,
including Fremantle Wesley Uniting
Church, C3 Fremantle, and the youthoriented Freedom City Church. Nasir
Mosque is located south in Bibra Lake,
while the Kadampa Meditation Centre
is located in East Fremantle.
Multicultural Futures is a local
organisation that helps people who are
new to Perth build a life and integrate
with the local lifestyle and culture. They
offer several useful services, including
employment help, English classes,
mental health and wellbeing support
and more.

Tunnels or Torchlight tours. You’ll roam
around the prison after dark, or even
go underground and tour below the
prison in a boat. If you want to explore
Perth’s history, check out the prison’s
exhibitions to learn more about the
arrival of Australia’s convicts.
The Roundhouse is another of
Fremantle’s historic buildings. It’s
Western Australia’s oldest building
and acted as a makeshift prison until
the Fremantle Prison was built. While
you’re there, you can visit the prison
cells and warden’s quarters.

Fremantle also has its own beautiful
beaches. Make sure to head to smaller
inlet South Beach and the larger
Bathers Beach during your time here.
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Beaches in Perth
Perth’s beaches are some of the cleanest,
quietest and most beautiful in Australia,
offering white sand, blue waters and the
odd dolphin!
1. Cottesloe, just next to Claremont, is
the most famous, thanks to the Indiana
Tea Rooms, terraced grassy areas, pine
trees and yummy fish and chips on
offer.
2. Swanbourne has a risqué reputation as
a nudist beach.
3. Scarborough is known for its pitching
waves, live music scene and brand-new
skate park, climbing wall and basketball
court.
4. Leighton’s north end is a popular dogfriendly beach. The south end has calm
waves and the Orange Box, a muchloved coffee spot.
STUDENT TIP

“I will never forget the brunch
spot I went to a month ago.
It’s in Fremantle and it’s called
Bread in Common. Aside
from food, the ambience and
interior is really amazing.”

Leo, The Philippines
Studying at Australian Professional Skills
Institute

CHEAP CHOICE

Rottnest Island
Wondering where the name comes
from? Foreign settlers mistakenly
named this island a ‘rats nest’ when
they first discovered it. In fact, it’s
native quokkas that call this beautiful
island home. These tiny marsupials
hop and carry their babies in a pouch
just like a kangaroo. They’re also very
friendly and enjoy being fed greenery
for lunch by willing travellers. But it’s
more than just the wildlife you can
discover here.
A 30-minute journey by fast ferry
from Fremantle or Hillarys Boat
Harbour will take you to Perth’s
very own island paradise. Fringed by
beautiful bays, reefs and coves, you
can hire a bike and cycle around the
island to find a slice of heaven all to
yourself. Guided tours also run, each

with their own highly entertaining
tour guide who will tell you all about
the history of the island. You can also
join boat tours and guided snorkelling
trips if you’d like a little help looking
around.
Pack a picnic if you’re on a budget
or take advantage of the little
coffee shops, high-end supermarket
and cafes dotted around the main
settlement. For a little bit of luxury,
you can stay at Hotel Rottnest and
indulge in delicious lunches and a
fully stocked bar. Glamping tents are
a recent addition to the island, but be
sure to plan your trip way in advance
to avoid missing out. Beach shacks
are a more affordable alternative but
booking is still essential.

The WA Shipwrecks Museum offers a fascinating look at maritime archaeology and is
completely free to visit.
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MONDAY
Every Monday, join No
Lights No Lycra at West
Leederville Town Hall.
For just $10, you can
dance in total darkness
for one hour. Get a few
friends together for
your dance session and
then go for dinner and
drinks in eclectic West
Leederville.

THURSDAY
At the Comedy Lounge’s
Gong Comedy Show,
acts have 30 seconds to
impress the audience and
three minutes to race
against the gong, before
they’re taken off the
stage. Showcasing both
fresh talent and seasoned
comedians, this is a great
way to start the weekend
early with a good laugh.
Tickets are $15.

Activities
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TUESDAY
Founded in 1991, the
Student and Backpacker
Night at Hip-E Club in
Leederville is one of
the longest-running
student nights in Perth.
Students get free entry
and a complimentary
drink with barbeque food
before 10pm.

FRIDAY
Head to the Point Bar &
Grill in East Perth for live
music – entry is free. The
first Friday night of each
month sees well-known
local music acts perform
in the sunset lounge,
complete with a view of
the Swan River.

WEDNESDAY
Enjoy the weekly steak
night at the Wembley
Hotel, which serves
some of the best pub
food around. You can
choose the type of steak
you’d like (prices start
at $15), and it’ll come
served with chips and
salad. The hotel has
other food deals every
night of the week.

SATURDAY
Parkrun is an awesome
volunteer-led initiative
held weekly, with
locations around Perth.
The idea is to get
together for a timed
five-kilometre run,
which is non-competitive
and helps you build and
improve your running
in a social environment.
Most events finish near
a coffee shop for a wellearned caffeine hit with
your fellow runners.

SUNDAY
Roll out of bed and browse the Perth Home Grown Market in the heart of the
city. You’ll find lots of classic farmers market fare, like fruit, vegetables and baked
goods, as well as gifts, homewares, and independent traders.

INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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A year in Perth
APRIL

JANUARY

JUNE

OCTOBER

PERTH FRINGE WORLD FESTIVAL

PERTH COMEDY FESTIVAL

SUPANOVA COMIC CON & GAMING

SWAN VALLEY MUD FEST

17 Jan-16 Feb

20 Apr-17 May

26-28 Jun

Fringe World has grown to become
the largest annual event in WA and
the third-largest fringe festival in the
world. Spread across Perth, there’s no
shortage of events, shows, markets,
experiences, and exhibitions to see.

Bringing you the world’s best comedy
acts and up-and-coming talent, Perth
Comedy Festival is a much-loved part
of the annual calendar.

This awesome event celebrates the
comics, sci-fi, fantasy, anime, gaming,
nostalgia and literature you know and
love.

www.perthcomedyfestival.com

This obstacle course is the fun run for
everyone – with a slight twist! You’ll
be seriously challenged as you attempt
obstacles completely covered in mud.
You can choose your distance and even
take your dog.

www.supanova.com.au

www.mudfestwa.com.au/swanvalley

www.fringeworld.com.au

MAY

FEBRUARY

PERTH CAREERS EXPO

PERTH FESTIVAL

21-24 May

7 Feb-1 Mar

Learn more about your life after study.
You’ll find a huge range of universities,
vocational and training organisations,
professional organisations and
employers at this expo.

Perth Festival brings together the
arts community for all kinds of events
including concerts across several music
genres, theatre, dance and more. A
celebration of culture, inclusivity and
expression, this festival is not to be
missed.
www.perthfestival.com.au

www.careers-expo.com.au/welcome
WINTER CINEMA SEASON AT GIRLS
SCHOOL CINEMA
Set in a castle-like building in East
Perth, this incredible cinema runs new
movies and old favourites all winter
long. Blankets and comfy seating are
supplied so that you can cuddle up and
enjoy a movie with a difference.

MARCH
SCULPTURE BY THE SEA
6-23 Mar
This popular sculpture exhibition
fills Cottesloe Beach with thoughtprovoking works from some of the best
sculptors around. Laid out across the
sand and grassed areas, this is a mustsee.

www.girlsschoolcinema.com.au

NOVEMBER

JULY
SKATING AT ELIZABETH QUAY AND
SNOW MALL HAY STREET
While you might be tempted to stay
indoors and hibernate, the city runs
great winter each year. You can skate
on the outdoor rink at Elizabeth Quay
or head to Hay Street Mall and see the
‘snow’ fall while you enjoy warm drinks
and yummy food.
www.mra.wa.gov.au/see-and-do/browse

FREMANTLE BEERFEST
Australia’s biggest outdoor craft
beer festival. Drinks, food, tastings,
workshops and entertainment are on
offer on the Fremantle foreshore.
www.fremantle.beerfestivals.com.au

DECEMBER
PERTH CITY CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Lighting up the streets with Christmas
joy, this special event has floats,
Christmas lights, and entertainment.

SEPTEMBER
PERTH ROYAL SHOW

www.7perthchristmaspageant.com

Sep to Oct
This massive event is all about
exhibiting the agricultural heritage of
WA. You’ll find rides, exhibits, petting
zoos, show bags, and fireworks over a
two-week program.
www.perthroyalshow.com.au

www.sculpturebythesea.com/cottesloe
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Fun activities

Mini golf

Hiking

Sailing

Indoor trampolining

If you love mini golf, you’re in for
a treat in Perth! Indoor, outdoor,
day and night venues are scattered
across the suburbs. Holey Moley
in Northbridge is the most wellknown venue, loved for its eclectic
mix of themed courses and inhouse bar. You can choose how
many holes you want to complete,
and there’s great food, drinks and
dancing options right outside the
door once you’re done.

Perth is home to lots of incredible
walks and hikes. You can choose
from easy, sealed footpaths to
challenging hikes through the hills,
and everything in between.

Perth is known as the windy city,
and the sea breeze has its own
nickname, the ‘Freo Doctor’. Sailing
is a popular activity, both on the
river and out to sea.

To start off, try some of the walking
trails around local favourites Kings
Park, Bold Park and the Swan River.
These scenic routes have sealed
footpaths that make it easy to
follow your chosen route, as well as
water fountains, shade and loads of
beautiful flora and fauna.

Southern Cross Sailing runs
throughout the summer sailing
season and specialises in guided
day trips, overnight adventures,
and learn-to-sail courses. You can
join in even if you have no previous
experience, and most of their
trips are organised within the calm
waters of the Swan River, so sea
sickness isn’t an issue.

Indoor trampolining isn’t just
an awesome way to spend an
afternoon with friends, but it’s also
great for building up a sweat. There
are several indoor trampolining
venues around Perth that offer free
bouncing and lots of fun activities.

Glowing Rooms in Hamilton Hill
takes mini golf to a new level,
with glow-in-the-dark artwork
in every room. Painted by local
artists, the course has several
sections, including underwater and
space-themed sets. 3D glasses are
provided so you can enjoy a trip
while you play.
If you’re looking for some daytime
fun, head to Adventure Golf at
King Carnival in Mandurah. You can
get in a round of 18 holes and then
enjoy the rides, bumper cars, and
traditional carnival games.
www.glowingrooms.com.au
www.kingcarnival.com
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Then, try one of the walks at Bells
Rapids, Lesmurdie Falls or the Swan
Valley. Each one lets you explore
some of the stunning countryside
surrounding Perth.
If you’d like a real challenge, the
Bibbulmun Track and Bluff Knoll
offer some of the most beautiful
advanced hiking in WA. If you’re
attempting some of these longer
hikes, make sure to take the proper
precautions and let a trusted friend
know where you’re going and when
you’ll be back. Plenty of water,
sunscreen, and proper footwear are
a must.

STUDYPERTH.COM.AU

If you’d like to sail more regularly,
several local yacht clubs offer
memberships, with weekly
opportunities to crew for other
members, racing, trips and courses
available.
For a once-in-a-lifetime sailing
experience, you can join a charter
onboard a beautiful traditional
tall ship out of Fremantle. The STS
Leeuwin II offers weekend and
week-long adventures.

For hilarious fun, head to Bounce in
Cannington, Latitude in Joondalup,
or Rebound Arena in Port Kennedy.
You can choose from team
activities like dodgeball, or try your
luck at bounce challenges, assault
course-style obstacles, and foam
pits. If you fancy a free bounce, you
can enjoy a whole section full of
trampolines covering the floors and
walls for some seriously energetic
action.
www.bounceinc.com.au
www.atitudeair.com
www.reboundarena.com.au

www.southerncrosssailing.com
www.sailleeuwin.com
INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU
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Camping

DISCOVER AUSTRALIA
MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR TIME

USE OUR 75 HOSTELS TO EXPLORE

There is so much choice when it comes to camping in WA. Ensure you have
a great camping trip by being organised ahead of time. Plenty of helpful
information is available online, from packing lists to safety tips. The Explore
Parks WA is a good resource for everything to do with camping. Talking to
other campers is also a great way to get the inside scoop on the best places to
see and when to go.
www.parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au
Make sure you’ve let a trusted friend know where you’re going and how long
you’ll be away. You’ll also need to organise food, water, shelter and suitable
clothing. If you’re new to camping, lots of popular campsites offer cute little
cabins which can make the experience a bit easier.
DENMARK
In the summer it’s best to head south where the temperatures are a bit cooler.
Denmark offers lots of camping options, including Parry Beach Campsite,
Denmark Rivermouth Caravan Park and Denmark Ocean Beach Holiday Park.
Many of the campsites are incredibly cheap and often right next to stunning
scenery like beaches, rivers and forest.
SERPENTINE FALLS
If you’d like to try somewhere a little closer to the city, Serpentine Falls in the
Serpentine National Park has camping grounds and caravan parks with all of
the necessary amenities (one even has a pool!), beautiful woodland scenery,
and walking trails.
AVON VALLEY NATIONAL PARK
Further inland, you’ll find the Avon Valley National Park, which is home to
affordable campgrounds, a dedicated ranger and an information hut. Toilets,
shaded areas and water are available, but you’ll need to take everything
else. If you go in spring, you’ll be rewarded with some of the most beautiful
wildflowers found close to the city.

HOSTELS

R O T T N E S T I S L A N D , WA

Hostels are a great way to travel and explore Australia; they’re affordable
accommodation (share or private rooms), you can cook your own meals and
most importantly, make new friends from all over the world, including some
locals. YHA has over 75 hostels across Australia in all major towns and cities.
www.yha.com.au

B O O K AT Y H A . C O M . A U
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Travel
Short trips

Longer trips

PERTH HILLS
You’d be forgiven for thinking Perth is one wide open plain, but head east
and you’ll find the Perth Hills. You can hire a bike near the Kalamunda
Mountain Bike Park and try out world-class trails for all levels that take you
through incredible native forest. Right next door is the Calamunnda Camel
Farm, where you can pet and ride real camels. If walking is more your style,
visit Mundaring Weir to enjoy native bushland in peaceful surrounds. From
Mundaring you can take a scenic drive through the Bickley-Carmel Valley
to one of the local wineries or cider farms. Most cellar doors are open on
weekends for free tastings, and some offer gourmet lunches. On your way
back to Perth, visit John Forrest National Park for a sunset shot from Eagle
View Lookout.
SWAN VALLEY
The Swan Valley is Perth’s very own slice of heaven for wine-lovers. Start the
day with a walk at Bells Rapids, then head to The Cheese Barrel down the
road for delicious locally made cheese with a view over the vines of Olive
Farm Wines. If you don’t have a car, you can take a cruise from Perth, or
try a guided tour of the wineries by boat. If you’re up for exploring as many
wineries as possible, you could book a bus tour, or get active and do a tour
by bike.
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YANCHEP, LANCELIN AND THE PINNACLES
If you head to Yanchep (either on a tour or by driving yourself), you’ll find
the stunning national park, a koala reserve and kangaroos relaxing on the
grass of the local tavern. Continue to Lancelin, where you can hire a board
and take on the huge sand dunes. Camp for the night or hire a shack and
try surfing lessons, snorkelling, or one of the boat tours. Drive another 40
minutes and you’ll discover the Pinnacles. The information centre here is
helpful, but you can easily pull up and take in this natural rock formation on
your own.
MARGARET RIVER
Roughly four hours south of Perth is the stunning South West region of WA.
Margaret River is the largest town in the area and is home to the tourist
information centre, pubs, restaurants, cafes, and a sprinkling of surf shops.
Start by walking along the Cape to Cape Track, then head to one of the
local wineries for lunch. Try surfing lessons at the iconic beaches, adventure
through stunning underground cave systems, walk the treetops to see
incredible canopy views, climb traditional fire trees and take in dizzying
heights, or relax at a brewery listening to live music with a view over the
rolling hills.

ARALUEN BOTANIC PARK

DWELLINGUP

Thirty kilometres south of Perth within the Darling Ranges is the stunning
Araluen Botanic Park. Home to some of the most incredible flowers found
in WA, this garden makes for a wonderful day trip. In spring, there’s a flower
festival accompanied by music, food trucks and entertainment. Each year,
there’s also a celebration of Indonesian culture and cuisine at the Wonderful
Indonesia Spring Festival, with delicious traditional food and beautiful dance
demonstrations. It’s worth checking out the park’s calendar of events, as
there are also Christmas carols and music festivals throughout the summer
season.

Around 90 minutes inland, you’ll find the hidden gem of Dwellingup. Set
in a state forest, this town is surrounded by rivers, waterfalls and natural
swimming pools. Head to Lane Poole Reserve while you’re here. The perfect
way to learn more about camping, this campground has drop toilets and
running water, but there’s no need for a shower block when you can take
a cool dip in the river. If you see the local ranger, ask him about the soap
trees and he’ll let you in on a traditional trick. Next door you’ll find Trees
Adventure, where you can face your fears and take on the lofty obstacle
courses.
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Key contacts
CONTACT NAME

WHEN WOULD I USE THIS SERVICE?

CONTACT DETAILS

CONTACT NAME

WHEN WOULD I USE THIS
SERVICE?

CONTACT DETAILS

AUSTRALIAN CONSUMER LAW

Understand your legal rights in regards
to shopping or purchasing services.

consumerlaw.gov.au

OVERSEAS STUDENT
OMBUDSMAN

1300 362 072
ombudsman.gov.au

AUSTRALIAN HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION

If you feel you are being treated
unfairly because of your race, descent,
colour or ethnic/national origin then
make a complaint to the Australian
Human Rights Commission.

This resource investigates complaints about
problems that overseas
students have with private education in
Australia.

humanrights.gov.au

POLICE

For situations requiring the police, like
burglary, that are not threatening life. In life
threatening emergency situations call Triple
Zero (000).

131 444 (Connects to
nearest police station)

AUSTRALIAN TAXATION OFFICE

Contact them to arrange a Tax File
Number or learn more about payments
made to you while you’re here.

ato.gov.au

ROAD TRANSPORT
AUTHORITY

If you plan on driving around Perth, find out
about the road rules and what you need to
get yourself a licence.

transport.wa.gov.au

BEYOND BLUE

A free counselling service that you can
contact if you are feeling depressed or
anxious.

1300 224 636
beyondblue.org.au

SEXUAL ASSAULT
RESOURCE CENTRE

This free 24/7 emergency service specialises
in counselling and medical services for those
who have suffered recent sexual assault or
childhood sexual abuse.

9340 1828

COUNCIL OF INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS AUSTRALIA

The peak body for the interests and
needs of international students.

cisa.edu.au

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN
AFFAIRS AND TRADE (FOR
EMBASSIES)

If you require help from your country’s
embassy within
Australia.

SEXUAL HEALTH
HELPLINE

9227 6178
shq.org.au

dfat.gov.au

To talk about sexual health
symptoms and get advice, you can call this
number to talk to trained medical staff.

DEPARTMENT OF HOME
AFFAIRS

This government department handles
visa enquiries and issues.

immi.homeaffairs.gov.au

STATE EMERGENCY
SERVICE (SES)

This service provides emergency support
during and after major incidents, such as
floods, storms, cyclones, and bushfires.

132 500

FAIR WORK OMBUDSMAN

If you require assistance understanding your workplace rights and responsibilities.

13 13 94 fairwork.gov.au

STUDYPERTH

For information on living and
studying in Perth and questions you have
while you are here.

studyperth.com.au

FIRE BRIGADE

For situations requiring the fire
brigade that are not threatening life.
In life threatening emergency
situations call Triple Zero (000).

dfes.wa.gov.au

STUDY IN AUSTRALIA

For basic information about studying in Australia, including information on the universities and useful contacts.

studyinaustralia.gov.au

TRANSPERTH

1800 022 222

To find out about trains and buses, including
ticketing information, timetables and more.

transperth.wa.gov.au

HEALTHDIRECT AUSTRALIA

Outside of GP consultation hours
their trained staff can help you treat
non-urgent illnesses.

08 9227 0102
idp.com/australia

This free state-wide 24 hour service provides
support and counselling for women experiencing family and
domestic violence.

1800 007 339

IDP PERTH

Assistance with assessing study
options, including courses,
applications and student visas.

WOMEN’S DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HELPLINE

LEGAL AID

Free legal information services to help
you understand the law.

1300 650 579
legalaid.wa.gov.au

LIFELINE

If you need someone to talk to about
your mental health, this resource is a
crisis support hotline.

lifeline.org.au
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EMERGENCY
For emergency services requiring ambulance, fire brigade and/or police dial
Triple Zero (000). If you require a translator then tell the operator your language
and they will connect you with one.
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Don’t get caught over
weight and out of pocket!
Don’t think excess baggage!

THINK EXPORTAIR!
EXPERIENCE

30 YEA

RS
Cargo
Agent

EXPERIENCE

EXPORTAIR
UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE & CARGO

Everything you need to know
about studying in Australia
Don’t forget to subscribe to our weekly e-newsletter for
competitions, events, news and opportunities to further
experience life in Australia.
• international student news
• accommodation
• employment

WE FLY TO OVER 3000
DESTINATIONS WORLDWIDE.
Specialising in.....
• AIRFREIGHTING BAGGAGE
• PERSONAL EFFECTS
• SPORTS EQUIPMENT
• PETS AND HOUSEHOLD
RELOCATIONS
WE ALSO SERVICE ALL YOUR
CORPORATE AND COMMERCIAL
EXPORT REQUIREMENTS.

• explore your city

Head to our website for more information
INSIDERGUIDES.COM.AU

10% STUDENT

DISCOUNT
On the Freight Rate with valid Student ID!

• competitions and events
• study and student life

PICK-UP SERVICE:
We pick up your cases/goods &
complete all the paperwork at the
same time. Free pick-up across the
Perth Metropolitan area.

Office Hours
Monday to Friday - 8.00am to 4.30pm
Find us at:
2 Tarlton Crescent
Tigers Complex
Perth Airport WA 6105
Free parking at our office at the airport.

08 94771080
exports@exportair.com.au

www.exportair.com.au

